The Honorable Elizabeth B. Ritter
The Honorable Andrea L. Stillman
The Honorable Gayle S. Slossberg
The Honorable Christopher Lyddy
The Honorable Jason C. Welch

The Honorable Jason Perillo

The Honorable Catherine F. Abercrombie
The Honorable Tim J. Ackert

The Honorable Andres Ayala

The Honorable Whit Betts

The Honorable Dan Carter

The Honorable Linda M. Gentile

The Honorable John W. Hetherington
The Honorable Robert J. Kane

The Honorable Timothy B. LeGeyt
The Honorable Matthew Lesser

The Honorable Vickie Orsini Nardello
The Honorable Melissa M. Olson
The Honorable Edith G. Prague

The Honorable Kevin Ryan

The Honorable David A. Scribner
The Honorable Prasad Srinivasan
The Honorable Peter A. Tercyak
The Honorable Joseph J. Taborsak
The Honorable Patricia M. Widlitz
The Honorable Toni Nathaniel Harp:

Although | chair the Board of Examiners for Opticians, | offer the following
comments regarding SB00537 An Act Concerning the Practice of Opticianry in
the State, as a private citizen.

The Act would mandate the Commissioner of Public Health with the
Commissioner of Consumer Protection to study "the feasibility of allowing
licensed opticians to provide in-home services for the benefit of persons who are
confronted with transportation barriers when accessing health care services."

Such a study is unnecessary. State law and regulations never have prevented
licensed opticians from offering such services to the public. Indeed, HealthDrive
Eye Care Group of Wallingford has been providing this type of service since
1996, and holds Optical Shop Permit #001525 in active status.

As a licensed optician for more than 25 years, | know that opticians have a duty
to serve the public in their eyewear needs and to assist those who have difficulty
accessing vision care services. | favor study, legislation or regulation that would
expand the ability of opticians to offer these services. However, neither opticians
nor the State of Connecticut need to study of the feasibility of allowing services



already being offered, as required by SB00537.

Therefore, | respectfully submit that you not approve the requests found in
SB00537.

Sincerely,

Linda Conlin
197 Fairchild Avenue
Fairfield, CT 06825

203-366-5991
LindaConlin@Optical CEU.com
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