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Good morning Sen. Stillman, Rep. Ritter, and distinguished members of the Public Health 

Committee.  I am Commissioner Patricia Rehmer of the Department of Mental Health and Addiction 

Services, and I am here this morning to speak in favor of HB 6392 AN ACT CONCERNING 
BIRTH-TO-THREE SERVICES AND REHABILITATION SERVICES FOR CHRONIC 
GAMBLERS. 

Section 3 of the bill would increase the proposed transfer from $1.5 to $1.9 million dollars from the 

Lottery Corporation to the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services to pay for our 

gambling programs.  This language is necessary to maintain the current expenditures of $1.9 million 

in FY’11.  The language will also assure that none of the current services are reduced and that we do 

not have to ask for this language change in the budget every year.  

 

DMHAS Problem Gambling Services is the primary source of specialized treatment and prevention 

services for problem gambling in Connecticut.  We have contracts with private provider agencies 

including Midwestern Connecticut Council on Alcoholism, Wheeler Clinic, The Connection, Inc., and 

United Family and Children’s Services to provide outpatient treatment for problem gamblers and their 

family members at 15 locations throughout the state.  Additionally, funding is provided for brief (5 

day) residential treatment.  These dollars are also used to fund through the Connecticut Council on 

Problem Gambling, a 24/7 statewide Problem Gambling Helpline.   

 

In the past year, DMHAS has implemented new initiatives to address the needs of problem gambling 

in underserved populations.  These include partnering with community providers to increase bilingual 

and multicultural services and implementing integrated problem gambling programming in existing 

substance use and mental health programs.  Bilingual services are being developed in Bridgeport, 

New Haven and Hartford.  Additionally, the Disordered Gambling Integration (DiGIn) Project 

includes 8 agencies and programs at 11 locations.  This project increases the capacity for early 

identification and intervention of gambling problems in high risk clinical populations as well as 

enhances existing relapse prevention and co-occurring disorder interventions.  

 

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to testify on this issue.  We would be happy to answer any 

questions you may have at this time  
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