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Good Morning Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter and members of the Public Health 

Committee.  My name is Carolyn Wysocki.  I am a member of the board of health of the Central 

Connecticut Health District which is a 4 town regional health department serving nearly 95,000 in 

the Towns of Berlin, Newington, Rocky Hill and Wethersfield.  I was appointed by, and 

represent, the Town of Berlin, on this governing board. 

 

I also serve on  the Board of the National Association of Local Boards of Health (NALBOH) and 

represent the Northeast region.  For the last two years I first served on the Governor’s Council on 

Local Health Regionalization followed by the Commissioner of Public Health’s Council on Local 

Public Health.  

 

It is from these experiences and in this context that I share my concerns about HB 5618. 

 

I support the concept of this bill and its intent to promote better communication and collaboration 

between the Department of Public Health, municipal health departments and local health districts.  

Further, I commend its attempts at equal representation at the table when it comes to public health 

policy-making, allocation of funding and applying for federal grants that will impact us statewide 

and locally. 

 

However, I ask that local representation not be limited to local directors of health, but that 
at least one member of a local board of health or governing board of a health district be 
appointed – preferably by the state association of local boards of health. 
 

District health departments, such as Central CT Health District, are formed by their member 

towns and are one of the oldest and most successful examples of regionalization in Connecticut. 

District boards hire their directors of health, are accountable to their communities for the policies 

it established and the services delivered.  We are funded by municipal, state and federal funds and 

are therefore accountable to our member towns for our fiscal decisions.  Boards of health are a 

critical link in what makes public health work locally in this state and therefore need to be at the 

table when decisions about state and federal funding are made. 

 

State Public Health Councils differ from state to state as seen in Massachusetts, Wisconsin, New 

Jersey and Utah.  Perhaps the Connecticut Public Health Council role could extend beyond 

funding and policies and include other public health issues as Accreditation, Performance 

Standards, Regionalization, etc.  

 

I would be happy to provide additional information.  Thank you for your time and listening. 

 

Carolyn Wysocki, MA, MHSA 

531 Toll Gate Rd 

Berlin Ct. 06037      860-828-4200 

Ref: NALBOH  http://www.nalboh.org/  

        Mass. Public Health Council  http://www.mass.gov/ 

       Wisconsin -  http://publichealthcouncil.dhs.wi.gov/  

       New Jersey -  http://www.nj.gov/health/bc/phc.shtml          
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