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Dear Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter, and members of the Public Health Committee,

I’d like to thank the Committee for raising SB 1052. The Connecticut Society of Acupuncture
and Oriental Medicine is working to improve the well being of people seeking healthcare in
Connecticut.

This bill would improve the profession by establishing a revised Practice of Acupuncture
definition in Public Health Law Chapter 384c. This proposed updated definition represents the
most current training, educational and examination requirements that licensed acupuncture
and Oriental medicine (AOM) practitioners must fulfill in order to become licensed in
Connecticut.

We have worked diligently to reflect how we have been practicing acupuncture safely and
effectively since our first practice law was written in 1995. We want to help the public, the
healthcare community and legislators understand what we do when we provide treatment to
patients.

Licensed Acupuncturists have entered mainstream medicine. We can better help our patients
if other healthcare providers have a definition of our medicine and knowledge of our
education and training. Acupuncture has its own diagnostic language. We practice a distinct
system of medicine with its own diagnostic treatment principles and methods.

We are working along side other providers in hospitals and clinics, and making private practice
referrals. We can do that most effectively with increased information and understanding
about the nature of our medical system. Collaboration is key for providing the best care.
Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine is a growing, dynamic field of medicine that continues to
enhance the lives of those with access to it. Licensed Acupuncturists are here to help people
gain healthier, happier lives. We want to work in Connecticut but we need this bill to enable us
to be successful. Please help our profession grow.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

With best regards,

Regina Walsh, MAc., LAc.

cc: Senator L. Scott Frantz; Representative John W. Heatherington



