Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter and Members of the Public Health
Committee

Re: Raised Bill 6593: AAC Residential Care Homes

My name is Rhonda Boisvert, the owner of Pleasantview Manor in Watertown, an
18-bed residential care home. | am also the past President of the CT Association
of Residential Care Homes (CARCH).

Residential care homes are NOT nursing homes. Residential care homes provide a
home for many elderly and persons with disabilities in our communities who have
reached the time in their lives when they can no longer live alone. We are
“home-like” and tend to be small. The average size home has 25 beds.

The residents are individuals who need assistance with the activities of daily living
such as meal preparation, appropriate taking of medication, transportation,
shopping, laundry and housekeeping chores. The staff help with these activities
but also encourage residents to remain as independent as they can for as long as
possible.

Residential care homes do not provide direct medical services as a nursing home
and, therefore, are not reimbursed by Medicaid but through the State
Supplement (Aid to the Aged, Blind and Disabled). However, at times a resident
may need nursing or clinical services, as you might in your home; when necessary,
a visiting nurse or therapist may come in to provide such services.

Residential care homes were formerly known as “homes for the aged” and are
licensed by the Department of Public Health. When Medicare came into
existence, it is my understanding that certain previous “nursing homes” could not
meet federal requirements and became “homes for the aged”. However, over
the years, the statutes have never clearly made the distinction between nursing
homes and what are now known as residential care homes.

The intention of this bill was to attempt to clarify the distinction and remove
residential care homes from the definition of “nursing home facility”. Residential
care homes are not nursing homes or “medical facilities” but are often included in
legislation which is not appropriate. For instance, this committee recently



removed residential care homes from SB 1050 because they are not medical
facilities.

It was NEVER the intent to remove homes from any current requirements such as
resident bill of rights or discharge planning. However, as drafted, it appears that
Section 2 would do something that was not envisioned and remove mandates on
homes. The intent was clarification and the distinction between a “nursing
home” and a “residential care home”.

| and others would be pleased to further work with the committee to clarify what
was intended.



