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Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter and members of the Public Health Committee, my
name is Kimberly Skehan and I am the Director of Home Care & Hospice Services for
Homecare Management Strategies. I am the facilitator of the Home Health Services
Legislative Work Group and Policy Committee Chair for the Connecticut Association for
Home Care & Hospice whose members which serve over 100,000 elderly and disabled
Connecticut citizens.

I am testifying today in support of HB 6546: An Act Concerning Revisions to Home
Health Care Statutes. 1 would like to thank Representative Ritter for her support of the
efforts of the Home Health Services Legislative Work Group, whose members worked
together to develop the proposals presented in this bill.

Connecticut’s home care programs provide high quality care for a fraction of the cost
needed to care for people in institutional settings. Yet we continue to struggle without
dated definitions and confusing regulations that make it difficult to maximize the
efficiencies of the home care system in Connecticut. The Home Health Services
Legislative Work Group was established in January 2010 to engage state agency leaders
in collaboration with home health providers to clarify the different levels of home care
services available and make recommendations on how to make home care services more
accessible to our elderly and disabled clients.

I would like to specifically thank the Work Group members, whose names are listed at
end of this testimony. This Work Group has been lauded as a spectacular example of
collaboration between several state agencies, home care providers, and the access
agencies.

1 would like to thank the Department of Public Health, Dept. of Social Services, Dept. of
Consumer Protection, Dept. of Mental Health and Addiction Services, and the
Department of Developmental Services and the Commission on Aging for participating
in and supporting this Work Group by providing invaluable assistance, guidance and
ideas. In addition, both CT Community Care (CCCI) and the Area Agency on Aging of
South Central CT have been very active members as well. We also have had several
home care providers, as well as the CT Association for Home Care & Hospice, where the
Policy Committee has worked diligently on insuring that our home health agencies
provide input regarding these proposals.



These revisions are a first step in the long term strategy to develop a cohesive,
seamless care delivery system which reduces cost across all health care sectors and
assists in insuring cost effective, high quality care for our CT citizens.

The revisions proposed in Section 1 will make it easier for home health agency registered
nurses to train privately hired caregivers or personal care attendants. This is a very
common situation in home care, with more of our patients and family members relying
on paid caregivers to assist them in remaining at home.

With rebalancing and the transition of clients to home health who require significant
assistance, these revisions will make it much easier and safer to allow training by skilled
home health nurses. This is better for the patient as well as the caregiver, and also assists
the registered nurse in assuring that there is a safe plan of care.

The elimination of the confusing language related to “homemaker home health aide
services” and “ home health agency.” in Section 2 are technical changes that will help to
decrease confusion among providers and consumers. I have attached for your information
“Levels of Home Care Services in CT 2011” which was developed by the CT Association
for Home Care and Hospice and the Home Health Services Legislative Work Group. This
information will be the basis for ongoing consumer and provider education to be
developed by this Work Group in 2011.

The Universal Abuse Registry feasibility study in Section 5 makes sense, not just from an
efficiency perspective but can also significantly improve patient safety by reducing the
chances of someone “falling through the cracks.” I recommend amending the language
in Section 5 to include all direct care health providers and the option to include
additional state departments as additional needs are identified (such as the
Department of Public Safety).

The Home Health Services Legislative Work Group is planning to continue meeting in
2011 to continue addressing our home care priorities and identify additional ways in
which we can collaborate to clarify the roles of non-licensed personnel in the home and
insure that our CT citizens are receiving appropriate and safe home care.

Thank you for consideration of this testimony. I would be pleased to answer any
questions you may have.

Kimberly Skehan, RN, MSN
Director of Home Care & Hospice Services

Homecare Management Strategies, Inc.
kimskehan@sbcglobal.net/860-729-4680



Home Health Services Legislative Work Group
Members 2010-2011

Kathy Bruni-State of CT Department of Social Services-CT Home Care Program
for Elders

Mark Chudwick-Visiting Nurse Services of CT

Deborah Migneault-CT Commission on Aging

Wendy Furniss-State of CT Department of Public Health

Molly Rees-Gavin-CT Community Care, Inc.

Julie Gelgauda-Area on Aging of South Central CT

Dawn Lambert-State of CT Department of Social Services-Money Follows the
Person

Mary Lenzini-VNA of Southeastern CT

Pamela Meliso-Center for Medicare Advocacy

Amy Mosher-A Caring Hand, LLC

Sherry Ostrout-CT Community Care, Inc.

Cindy Perjon-State of CT Department of Social Services-PCA Waiver Program
Susan Raimondo-National Multiple Sclerosis Society-CT Chapter

Carolyn Reid-Masonicare Partners Home Health and Hospice

Kimberly Skehan-CT Association for Home Care & Hospice

The following participants were invited to participate and received information on an
ongoing basis:

Debbie Barisano-CT Association of PCAs

Elizabeth Beaudin-CT Hospital Association

Patricia Bouffard-DPH Board of Nurse Examiners

Lynette Coleman-National Multiple Sclerosis Society-CT Chapter
Richard Maloney, Jr.-State of CT Department of Consumer Protection
Kate McEvoy, Area Agency on Aging of South Central CT
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