Testimony in support of:

H.B. No. 6373 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING THE
ADMINISTRATION OF PERIPHERALLY-INSERTED CENTRAL CATHETERS
IN LONG-TERM CARE SETTINGS.

The Connecticut Association of Health Care Facilities (CAHCF), our state’s 115-
member association of for profit and not-for-profit nursing homes supports H.B No.
6373, which would allow 1V therapy nurses to place or remove peripherally-inserted
central catheter lines in patients residing in long-term care facilities.

Authorizing IV nurses in this regard will improve the qualify of care for nursing
home residents while decreasing overall institutional care costs experienced in our
nursing homes. It will also reduced state expenditures made on behalf of Medicaid
recipients and federal expenditures for Medicare beneficiaries. The current practice of
using hospital emergency room nursing staff to insert and remove peripherally-inserted
central catheter lines (PICC) is expensive and a poor utilization of resources. The
practice has wrongly become the norm for treating nursing home residents given the
competing demand and priorities of attending physicians who are trained in this area but
today are too often inaccessible due to competing practice issues and time constraints.
As a consequence, because of the limited training and time constraints on the nursing
facilities’ registered nurses (RN), the hospital ER has become the most practical venue
for inserting and removing PICC lines today. However, in additional to its costliness,
this practice can be disruptive to the nursing home resident and it exposes the resident to
harmful infections in crowded hospital ER settings.

H.B. 6373 proposes a better approach---one that will benefit the nursing home
resident and make better use of both governmental and nursing homes resources:
authorize IV therapy nurses to place or remove peripherally-inserted central catheter lines
in patients residing in long-term care facilities. This can easily be accomplished in
practice as therapy nurses are readily available through pharmacy companies offering 1V
contractual services. We urge the bill’s adoption.

For additional information, contact: Matthew V. Barrett, Executive Vice President,
CAHCEF, at mbarrett@cahcf.com or (860) 290-9424.
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