
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 14, 2011 

 

Insurance Committee 

Public Health Committee 

Legislative Office Building 

Hartford, CT 06106-1591 

 

Dear Insurance and Public Health Committees,  

 

On behalf of the 14-town region encompassed by the Waterbury Regional Chamber (over 

7,000 businesses employing more than 100,000 employees) I am asking that you oppose 

the SustiNet Plan (HB-6305) which would create a health care public option, created and 

operated by the State of Connecticut, competing directly against the private sector.   

During these challenging economic times we need to find ways to create jobs, not create 

more government that will ultimately be a detriment to the healthcare industry, one of 

Connecticut’s largest industries.   

 

As proposed The SustiNet plan jeopardizes good paying private sector jobs and creates 

another level of government which will undoubtedly have significant upfront costs.  The 

Waterbury Regional Chamber support policies that provide the highest level of healthcare 

at the lowest possible cost. 

 

Connecticut is already one of the most business unfriendly and expensive states in our 

country to conduct business.  We truly cannot afford to create another level of 

bureaucracy that will threaten jobs and increase Connecticut’s already alarming unfunded 

liabilities higher.   

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
Lynn G. Ward 

President & CEO 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Connecticut currently has a 3.8 billion dollar budget deficit and closing this gap will be 

challenging enough not to mention pose new potential problems with the federal 

government’s healthcare plan.   Currently this SustiNet model calls for it to be a self-

insured system.  A self-insured system is not a fully-licensed insurance product and 

according to the current federal health reform, only fully-licensed insurance products may 

be sold inside the new state plans.    

 

 


