
To: SustiNet Public Health Committee  
Re: Testimony for Public Hearing, February 14, 2011  
H.B. No. 6305 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

SUSTINET PLAN. 

 
As a small business owner who has to buy my own health insurance, I am very happy to know 
about SustiNet.  I believe we all have an obligation to take care of our health to avoid spreading 
communicable diseases and to avoid becoming a burden on society.  Medical care, including 
preventive care, is an important part of that.  But not everyone has the financial resources to pay 
for insurance, and millions of people can't even get insurance because of pre-existing conditions.  
This needs to stop, and the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is a step in the right 
direction, but SustiNet will be even better.  By addressing chronic conditions and streamlining the 
medical care delivery system, SustiNet promises to make health care more accessible and more 
effective for all of us. 

I also understand SustiNet will be more affordable.  I currently pay more than $500 a month 
($6,000 a year) for medical insurance with a $2,500 deductible.  I only pay myself a gross salary 
of $36,000 a year, so you can see that the insurance premium takes a huge bite out of my 
budget.  Every time I think I might be able to give myself a raise, here comes the next year's 
premium increase.  My premiums have gone up, up, and up each year.   

I am very hopeful that SustiNet will not only save me money and give me more peace of mind, 
but will improve the overall public health picture for Connecticut.  I urge you to implement 
SustiNet! 

Sincerely,  

Elsa Peterson Obuchowski  
41 East Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06851  
(203) 846-8331 / cell (203) 984-8892  

 


