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Written Testimony of Attorney Sandra Trionfini

Regarding HB 6279, A AC REVISIONS TO STATUTES RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT
OF DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES INCLUDING THE UTILIZATION OF RESPECTFUL
LANGUAGE WHEN REFERRING TO PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY.

February 9, 2011

| am an attorney working in the Waterbury office of Connecticut Legal Services. Over
the years, my primary responsibility has been a statewide program of legal
representation and advocacy services on behalf of individuals with intellectual
disabilities. We have provided representation for C.A.R.C. vs. Thorne class members

as well as others living in community and supported living arrangements and those on
their own with minimal staff support. Recently, we’ve also undertaken an advocacy
program for residents of Southbury Training School.

| am supportive of respectful language being substituted throughout our statutes. In
this regard, | support that portion of HB 6279 which substitutes the term “intellectual
disability” for “mental retardation”. Although | support the major part of this bill, |
find the deletion of Section 19(h) problematic in that it appears to be taking away
significant notice rights to consumers, parents and guardians. | cannot support the bill
with this language.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on this pending legislation.

Sandra Trionfini



