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Good afiernoon Senator Prague, Representative Zalaski and distinguished
members of the Labor and Public Employees Committee. For the record, my name is
Michelle Cruz and I am the Victim Advocate for the State of Connecticut. Thank you for
the opportunity to provide testimony concerning;:

House Committee Bill No. 5174, An Act Concerning State Employees and Training to
Deal with Workplace Violence (Support with amendment)

The Office of the Victim Advocate (OV A) was established to protect and promote
the constitutional rights of crime victims throughout the criminal justice process.
Additionally, the OVA is mandated to conduct programs of public education and to
ensure a centralized location for victim services information.

The Office of Victim Services (OVS), a Judicial Branch agency, is the lead
agency in the state that provides the direct services to victims of crime, including,
compensation, notification, referral services and court advocacy. Additionally, the OVS
confracts with non-profit organizations to provide direct services to victims of certain
offenses, such as domestic violence, sexual assault and drunk driving. Further, the OVS
is required to provide a training program for judges, prosecutors, police and other
members of the criminal justice community, to inform them of victims’ rights and
available services.

House Committee Bill No. 5174 would require the Department of Administrative
Services (DAS) to develop an employee training program to instruct state employees on
workplace violence awareness, prevention and preparedness. In order to accomplish the
intended purpose and to ensure the state is providing informative training programs, the
OV A respectfully requests that the bill be amended to require collaboration between the
DAS, the OVA and the OVS for the development and implementation of the training
program on workplace violence.

Thank you for consideration of my testimony.
Very Sincerely,
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Michelle Cruz, Esq.
State Victim Advocate
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