From: Jackie Vancour [mailto:jvancour93@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, February 19, 2011 7:40 PM

To: Giannaros, Elizabeth

Subject: Testimony in Support of HB 5530

Dear Ms. Giannaros,

T am writting to you on behalf you the student disection
choice legislation. I believe that forcing a student to dissect a
dead animals is unethical and wrong. I remember in sixth
grade T went on a field trip to Mystic Aquarium and we were
required to dissect a squid that day. I got through most of it,
but there was this one cut that we had to make that made me
very lightheaded. Luckily my mom was one of the
chaperones, she took me outside to breathe the non-squidy air
and got me some water. Long story short, 1 didn't learn
anything by doing the dissection. I ended up almost passing
out instead. Also, until I had to do the dissection my head was
set on becoming a doctor, which I now know that I can't
because I would be too squimish.

I would also like to point out that the National Science
Teachers Association (NSTA) and the National Association of
Biology Teachers believes that dissection should be a choice
made by the student. The NSTA has also stated that they
approve and encourage the non-animal alternatives for dissection. For the student to obtain the same
amount of knowledge as his or her peers, there are many computer programs, DVDs, and models that have
been created to simulate the dissection process. Plus, if the school buys one of these alternatives, it will
save them both time and money because they won't have to rebuy and order the animals every year.
Research shows that non-animal learning metions are actually more productive than the actual dissection
process. It allows the students to learn more and feel better about doing it. Fifteen states have already
allowed their students to opt out of dissection, and I would love for my state to join this list. Millions of

" animals are killed every year due to dissection.

Unfortunatly, I will not be able to make it to the hearing, on Feburary 22, but feel free to ask me any
questions.

Thank you so much for taking your time to read this message,
Jaclyn Vancour
Address: 6 Aspen Rise, East Granby, CT 06026.
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