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LAW ENFORCEMENT AGAINST PROHIBITION

Tele: THT 397.698% Fax: FB1.J9) 7954 Infolleap co Wi D (c
N

For Scnate Bill 953

Submitted By: John Lorenzo, on behalf of
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGAINST PROHIBITON (LEAP)

REE: Support fur Svnate Bill 953,
An act concerning nonvivlent drug pussession offenses
Juint Committee on Judiciary
Monday, March 14, 10:00am, Room 2C of the LOB

Thunk you for the oppurlunily to present the views of Law Enforcement Against Prohibition
(LEAP) in fuver of Scnate Bifl 953. As u law enforcement officer here in Connecticut, [ fought
aguinst the drug war for 20 years when [ served us the Chief of Marine Police for Luke Lillinonah
Authority in Brookfield. T sm a speuker for LEAP, an organiztion of 40,000 current and fonner
crimina) justice professionals and civilion supporters. We are cops, sherilVs, proseculons, judyes,
prison guards and others from nearly every level of Jaw enforcement. Like other law enforcement
organizations, LEAP dues not endorse or condone the use of marijuana or any uther drug.

Decriminalizing marijuana by passing Senate Bill 953 is u strong step in the right direction. The
ess time that we &s luw enforcement spend srrusting und prosecuting murijusna users, the more
ime we can spend keeping our streels safe from violent crime, LEAP strongly supporls
decriminalizing marijuana to free up police resources 1o deal with more seripus crimes,

Senate Rill 953 is a well-developed bill to remove the criminal penulty for personal use of
watijuana . The bill maintains soclety’s dignpproval of drug use by continuing u civil infraction
for manijuuna. It recognizes thil marijuan is a substunce that can be sbused like any other, but
als findy that the benefits of establishing a civil infraction for its possession far sulweighs the
benefits of criminal ireatment uf marijunna possession. This finding is consistent with my decades

of experience in law enforcement.

First, this bil} will provide important effciencies in resources. Specificaily 1o luw enforcement,
passing this bill will ullow police who are tied up in bouking rouns and courts dealing with
marijuana wrests to focus on much higher priorily law enforcemnent mallors at 8 time when
resources for public sufety arv scarce snd stretched thin.

Second, this bill will provide n much-needed improvement to sucivly by altowing cilizens to have
1 second chunce. As ! have scen [irsthand, arrests and criminal convictions hur! citizens and
familics in a fife-altering way. People with eriminal convictions have great difficully {Inding jobs,
They may luse their opportunity for federal financiul wid for college. Their families are hurt and
stressed and the person who is arrested is most oflen unable to reach their full potential.

Pleuse, stop some of these harms inflicted on us by prohibition. Suppurt decriminalizing
marijusns and tet police get back tu protecting uli of us frum violent criminals and child
mulesters. We will all be much better uff.




