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The Office of Chief Public Defender opposes Raised Bill. No. 6640, An Act
Concerning the Penalty for Human Trafficking which would require a mandatory
minimum sentence of 2 years to be imposed for violating C.G.S. 53a-192a, Trafficking in
persons: Class B felony. Under current law, a person can be sentenced up to 20 years for

violating this law.

By requiring a mandatory minimum sentence to be imposed, the court has no
discretion to sentence a person after consideration of all the facts including the offense
and mitigating information pertaining to the defendant. Prosecutors have, not only the
power to charge a person with the commission of an offense, but also the discretion to
charge a person with a crime for which mandatory sentence of incarceration would be
required. Pursuant to this bill, the court would not have the discretion to depart from

imposing a mandatory minimum sentence.

In addition, the requirement that a mandatory minimum sentence be imposed
can act coercively to induce a person to plead to the commission of a crime, even if a
person pleads to a crime of a lesser degree. A person might even plead guilty toa lesser
offense even if not guilty just to avoid a mandatory sentence. This coercive power can
actually reduce the number of cases that ultimately go to trial and increase the number

of plea bargains.

In conclusion, this Office requests that the Committee reject this bill.




