Honorable Judiciary Committee members,
My name is Brenda Jean Louise. | live in Waterbury, and | stand in

support of HB 6599: An Act Concerning Discrimination.

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,
and to the Republic for which it stands: one Nation under God,
indivisible, With Liberty and Justice for all. .... | recited this
pledge every morning in school, and never stopped believing in the
last line “With Liberty and Justice for all”. But as | grew older,
there seemed to be a love affair going on within the American

public with the word discrimination. It’s because of this problem

that the Federal and State governments made laws that made
discrimination illegal. The problem for me and others, was that the
law makers didn’t feel it necessary to include the Transgender
population in their anti-discrimination laws. You give me three
minutes to speak my testimony of discrimination. That's impossible
for me, because in order to tell you fully of my experience with

discrimination, I'd need at least a half hour. I've been here at the




Public Hearings 3 out of the 4 times it's met in the past regarding
this type of bill. I've introduced a CD filled with 40 printed
testimonies from other Transgendered people such as myself along
with two American medical reports about being transgendered. In
short, ....we exist, ....we're legitimate, ....and we need protective

laws to guarantee our basic human rights.

Basically it's the management that seeks to discriminate against us.
They feel that we won't fit in. That was the same excuse that they
said against people of Native American Indian decent and Afro-
Americans in the 1700’s. Then it was the Irish and the Afro-
Americans. Then it was the ltalians and the Afro-Americans. Today,
the Afro-Americans, the Hispanic, the Asian, the working women,
and the Gays have laws that protect their Human Rights. What
about us. Don’t we count? Listen, we know very well how to
conduct ourselves as an employee. It’s like the bosses think that
we’'ll show up wearing pink tights and a tutu on the job. I'm sorry,

like everyone else we dress to fit in, not to stand out.




According to one State Senator, he’s seen all the transgender
people in the jail system and purports to know about us. Well he’s
wrong. Because every one that he can show in the jail system or
street, | can easily show him 8 Trans-people who are out there
gainfully employed and another 7 out trying to get hired as an
employee. It’s of these 7 that | mainly speak for the need of their

basic human rights guaranteed them by law.

Lastly, every time a bill like this has come up for a vote in the
House, somehow someone’s managed to filibuster it. ... If that isn’t
discrimination, then | don’t know what is. .... Well, here we are

again, and perhaps this time we can say the fifth time is the charm.







