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“In Support of the Death Penalty, Personal Testimony” by Nancy Jones
“To The Courts and Individuals of Connecticut who are interested in the
Death Penalty, thank you for providing the public this opportunity to speak.
The Death Penalty has long stood as a standard whereby murderers would
face the consequences for their behaviors by paying with the value of their
life. When one considers the behaviors done against innocent people, and the
value of the victims lives, it is necessary to address consequences in terms of
life and death. Victims are the innocent and have only the law to protect
them. If we do not make our laws strong, to repel the potential acts of
criminal minds, then we have not done enough to protect the public. The
only way to repel the power that murderers take while committing
murderous acts, is to instill a law that removes that power from them and
gives back the voice to the victim. The death penalty is that voice for the
victim and this law should be empowered further, not taken off the books. At
present, our death penalty speaks for the victim by stating protocols for acts
against the victim but it lacks credibility by not following through in a
timely matter. What if our death penalty was empowered, to do the task it
was set out to do? What if it actually empowered the victim’s voice? What if
it actually allowed the victim to be protected by the law? What if it actually
allowed justice to be served? What if our death penalty was empowered to
actually speak with power? This is the goal that should be addressed, not
removing the death penalty from supporting a victim’s voice. 1 am speaking
from a victim’s perspective. I know what it is like to be held hostage, unable
to move, unable to run, unable to defend myself, to be terrorized into
immobility. I know what it is like, to be threatened with death verbally and
physically. I know what it is like to be under the physical and psychological
control of a person who had the potential to follow through on his threats,
and kill me. I know that the only power that held him in check, was that he
could get caught, and be made to live with the consequences. He feared
death. 1 know, because years later, as I watched my father dying from
cancer, did he start to address the issues that had been a secret for more than
20 years. The act of him facing his mortality was a mind-changing event that
broke through his sociopathic mentality. Years later, as a physician caring
for dying patients, I saw the power that dying had to change people’s views
on living. The power of the death penalty is still unfolding. Let the death
penalty be supported, and let its potential power for change be studied. The
death penalty as it stands, is the only voice for the victim. Allow the victim’s
voice to be heard and empowered. In so doing, we will find the empowering
changes necessary to make the death penalty work for the benefit of our
society.



