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For Scnate Bill 1014

Submitted By: John Lorenzo, on behalf of
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGAINST PROHIBITON (LEAP)

RE: Supporl for Senate Bill 1014,
An uct concorning the penalty for certain nunviolent drug uffenses
Monday, March 14, 10:00am, Room 2C ofthe LOB

Thank you for the oppurlunity to present the views of Luw Enforcement Against Prohibition
(LEAP) in favor of Senate Bill 1014. As a luw enforcement officer here in Connecticut, 1 fought
against the druy war for 20 years when [ served as the Chief of Marine Police fur Lake Lillinongh
Authority in Brookfield. I sm a speuker for LEAP, un organization of 40,000 current snd former
criminal juslice professionals and civilian supporters. We are vops, sherifls, prosceutons, judges,
prison guards and others from nearly overy level of law enforcement. Like other law enforcement
organizations, LEAP does not endorse or condone the use of marijuana or any other drug.

Decriminalizing narijuana by passing Senate Bill 1014 is a strong step in the rght direction, The
less time that we ss law enforcement spend arresting snd proseculing marijuana users, the more
lime we cun spend keeping our streets safe from violent crime. LEAP strongly supporty
decriminalizing murijuana to free up police resources to deal with more serious crimes.

Senate Bill 1014 is 3 well-developed bill to remove the ciminal penslty for personal use of
marljuans. The bill maintuins sucicty's disapproval of drug use by continuing a c¢ivil infraction
for marijuana. It recognizes that marijusna is a substunce that can be nbused like uny other, but
ulso finds that the benefits of establishing a civil infraction for its posscssion far outweighs the
benefit of criminal (roatment of marijuana pussession. This finding is consistent with my decades
ufl experivnce in law enforcement.

First, this bill will pruvide importunt efficiencies in resources. Specifically to law enforcement,
passing this bill will allow pulice who are tied up in booking roums und courls dealing with
muarijuani urrests to focus on much higher priority law enfurcement matters nt 8 lime when
resources for public sufety are scarce and stretehed thin.

Second, thik bill will provide a much-noeded inprovement to sucicly by allowing citizens to have
u second chance. As I have seen firsthand, arrosts and criminul convictions hurt citfzens und
fumilies in & life-altering way. People with criminal convictions have great difficulty finding jobs.
They may luse their opportunity for federal financiu! wid for college. Their familics nre hurt amd
stressed and the person who iy urrested is must often unable to reach their full potential.

Please, stop sume of these harms inflicted on us by prohibition. Support duecriminalizing
marijuang and let police get back tu protecting all of us from violem criminals und child
mulesters. We will all be much better off.




