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Senator Coleman, Representative Fox, and Members of the Judiciary Committee, my name is
Christen Cassidy. | am a Child Advocate of the New Britain and Hartford Sexual Assault Crisis
Service, a program of the YWCA of New Britain. | am writing in request for full support of House
Bill 6633.

As an advocate who has counseled and advocated for many survivors of sexual assault, | have
seen firsthand the emotional devastation that survivors experience. | have worked with a diverse
population of survivors, including many survivors who have experienced stalking. How
devastating for a victim to feel like there is no one to turn to for help. Victims reported emotional
effects due to stalking which include anxiety, sleep disturbance, anger, a feeling of
helplessness, depression, paranoia, agoraphobia and post-traumatic stress disorder. Stalking is
a crime of power and control.

Connecticut's current stalking laws are outdated and do not cover many of the behaviors that
offenders use to target their victims. 3.4 million Americans are stalked each year. 75% of female
homicide victims have been stalked prior to their murder,

One case that's dear to my heart is the Tiana Notice case. Tiana was being repeatedly stalked
and eventually was tragically stabbed to death by her ex-boyfriend on February 14, 2009. The
victim's father is pushing for a new law that requires the automatic arrest of anyone suspected
of violating a restraining order and the family has established a foundation in Tiana's name
called The Tiana Angelique Notice Foundation, to help women with restraining orders and
prevent domestic violence. Tiana's case demonstrates the serious nature of stalking and the
need for strong penalties.

HB 6633 would change current stalking laws to include such behaviors as: GPS monitoring,
making victims fear for the safety of their loved ones, repeatedly contacting a victim over the
phone or the internet, and causing disruptions that could jeopardize a victim's employment
Stalking is a crime that can have a long-term and devastating impact on its victims such as
constant fear and anxiety, feeling safe nowhere.

HB 6633 would increase penalties for stalking and beiter hold offenders accountable for their
actions and is essential that the stalking statutes be improved.

Thank you for your time and consideration.




