
 

 

March	
  24,	
  2011	
  

	
  

State	
  Representative	
  Gerald	
  Fox,	
  III	
  
Legislative	
  Office	
  Building	
  
Room	
  2502	
  
Hartford,	
  CT	
  06106	
  
	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Representative	
  Fox:	
  
	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  more	
  than	
  3,000	
  software	
  developers,	
  systems	
  integrators,	
  IT	
  consulting	
  and	
  training	
  firms,	
  and	
  e-­‐
businesses	
  that	
  make	
  up	
  the	
  Association	
  for	
  Competitive	
  Technology	
  (ACT),	
  I	
  am	
  writing	
  to	
  express	
  strong	
  support	
  
for	
   House	
   Bill	
   6619.	
   	
   HB	
   6619	
   would	
   help	
   ensure	
   a	
   competitive	
   environment	
   for	
   law-­‐abiding	
   Connecticut	
  
manufacturers	
   by	
   creating	
   new	
   tools	
   to	
   pursue	
   entities	
   that	
   use	
   stolen	
   software	
   or	
   other	
   stolen	
   information	
  
technology	
  (IT)	
  to	
  lower	
  their	
  cost	
  of	
  production.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
ACT	
   is	
   an	
   international	
   education	
   and	
   advocacy	
   group	
   for	
   the	
   technology	
   industry.	
   Focusing	
  on	
   the	
   interests	
   of	
  
small	
  and	
  mid-­‐size	
  entrepreneurial	
  technology	
  companies,	
  ACT	
  advocates	
  for	
  a	
  “Healthy	
  Tech	
  Environment”	
  that	
  
promotes	
   innovation,	
   competition,	
   and	
   investment.	
   	
   ACT	
   has	
   been	
   active	
   on	
   issues	
   such	
   as	
   cyber	
   security,	
  
intellectual	
  property	
   (IP),	
  e-­‐commerce,	
  and	
  privacy.	
   	
  For	
  our	
  membership,	
   the	
  protection	
  of	
   technology	
   is	
  at	
   the	
  
core	
  of	
  how	
  they	
  earn	
  a	
  living.	
  	
  HB	
  6619	
  would	
  help	
  protect	
  our	
  members’	
  clients	
  who	
  manufacture	
  in	
  the	
  state,	
  
thereby	
  supporting	
  all	
  the	
  downstream	
  jobs	
  that	
  are	
  created	
  and	
  maintained	
  in	
  Connecticut.	
  
	
  
ACT’s	
   membership	
   creates	
   and	
   customizes	
   millions	
   of	
   dollars	
   in	
   software	
   and	
   hardware	
   each	
   year.	
   	
   Our	
  
membership	
   is	
   acutely	
   aware	
   of	
   the	
   value	
   that	
   information	
   technology	
   provides	
   to	
   manufacturers,	
   and	
   the	
  
revenue	
  it	
  provides	
  their	
  companies.	
  	
  Manufacturers	
  that	
  use	
  stolen	
  IT	
  are	
  a	
  “double	
  whammy”	
  for	
  our	
  business.	
  	
  
First,	
  they	
  harm	
  our	
  members	
  by	
  failing	
  to	
  pay,	
  and	
  second,	
  they	
  harm	
  our	
  paying	
  customers	
  by	
  forcing	
  them	
  to	
  
match	
  prices	
  or	
  go	
  out	
  of	
  business.	
  	
  IT	
  theft	
  is	
  a	
  global	
  problem,	
  and	
  this	
  bill	
  would	
  allow	
  law-­‐abiding	
  businesses	
  to	
  
achieve	
  a	
  level	
  playing	
  field	
  in	
  Connecticut	
  regardless	
  of	
  where	
  the	
  IT	
  theft	
  occurred.	
  	
  Ensuring	
  a	
  level	
  playing	
  field	
  
is	
   vital,	
   as	
   a	
   disproportionate	
   amount	
   of	
   damage	
   is	
   done	
   by	
   manufacturers	
   in	
   certain	
   overseas	
   markets	
   that	
  
routinely	
  steal	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  IT	
  they	
  use,	
  thereby	
  lowering	
  their	
  costs	
  of	
  production.	
  	
  
	
  
Connecticut	
  state	
  law	
  currently	
  provides	
  no	
  real	
  remedy	
  for	
  the	
  loss	
  of	
  business	
  and	
  jobs	
  due	
  to	
  a	
  competitor's	
  use	
  
of	
   stolen	
   software.	
   	
  HB	
  6619	
  would	
  move	
   to	
  address	
   this	
  problem,	
  giving	
  Connecticut	
  manufacturers	
   significant	
  
support	
  in	
  preventing	
  companies	
  that	
  benefit	
  from	
  using	
  stolen	
  goods	
  to	
  drive	
  down	
  costs	
  from	
  selling	
  their	
  wares	
  
in-­‐state.	
   	
  Best	
  of	
  all,	
  we	
  believe	
   it	
  would	
  do	
  so	
   in	
  a	
   reasonable	
  and	
  balanced	
  way,	
  protecting	
  the	
   interests	
  of	
  all	
  
Connecticut	
  businesses.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  immediate	
  questions,	
  or	
  if	
  I	
  may	
  be	
  of	
  service	
  in	
  any	
  way,	
  please	
  do	
  not	
  hesitate	
  to	
  contact	
  me.	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  

	
  
Jonathan	
  Zuck	
  
President	
  


