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Raised Bill No. 6615, An Act Concerning the Use of Electronic Defense Weapons

Good afternoon Senator Coleman, Representative Fox and distinguished members of the
judiciary committee. My name is David McGuire. I am a staff attorney at the American Civil
Libetties Union of Connecticut and I urge you to vote in favor of Raised Bill No. 6615, An Act
Concerning the Use of Electronic Defense Weapons,

Used improperly, Electronic Defense Weapons, more commonly known as tasers, can cause
serious injury and even death., Police data and intakes received by the ACLU-CT indicate that
tasers are disproportionately used on minorities. Mandating the development of taser training,
policies and reporting is necessary to create (ransparency and accountability for taser use,
Raised Bill No. 6615’s requirements will promote safe and effective use of tasers by law
enforcement.

This bill is sorely needed., The primary manufacturer of tasers, Taser International (“TI”),
acknowledges that the dewces can be lethal; “tasers are not intended to be fatal despite the fact
that they may be fatal.”' Since 2005 there have been nine reported deaths in Connecticut in
which it was determined that taser use was a facfor.? The first warning in the TI law
enforcement instruction manual urges police officers to complete training and wains: “Do not
use or aftempt to use any ECD model unless you have been frained and certified by a Certified
TASER Instructor on that particular model,”

TI adtvises against the use of a tasers on several populations: “ECD use on a pregnant, infirm,
elderly, small child, or low body-mass index (BML) person could increase the risk of death or
serious injury. ECD Use has not been scientifically tested on these populations. The ECD should
not be used on members of these populations unless the situation justifies possible higher risk of

! The president of Taser Tnternational stated that “that Taser uses-the term *hon-lethal™as defined by (he US
Department of Defence - which does not mean the weapon cannot cause death, but that it is not intended to be fatal.”
Police stun-gun niay be Jethal, firm admits, THE GUARDIAN (October 3, 2005) available at
hittp:fiwww.guardian.co.uk/uk/2005/oct/03wkerlmo jamessturcke

? Gregory B, Hladky, Connecticut Taser-Related Deaths, NiW HAVEN ADVOCATE (September 28, 2010) available at
httpi/Awww.newhavenadvocate.com/drive-by-medin/connecticut-taser-related-deaths.

? Important ECD Produet Safety and Health Information, 1. htip://wwiv.taser.com/legal/Docaments/Law-
Enforcement-Wamings.pdf (attached).




death or serious injury.”® This bill safeguards vulnerable populations against unacceptably
dangerous taser exposure,

The ACLU-CT regularly receives complaints of taser abuse, including reports of people being
tased even though they were compliant and handcuffed, and people tased so many times that it is
impossible to justify the use of the taser as an attempt to incapacitate. In 2010 alone there have
been a number of distressing taser-related incidents in Connecticut reported. A Middletown High
School student was tased by police for allegedly stealing a beef patty from the school cafeteria,
An intoxicated man who was in a Vernon Police Department holding cell, and thus a risk to no
person, was tased when he began acting out. A Yale student was taken to the hospital for
injuries sustained after being tased withowt explanation during an underage drinking sting
operation.

The standards mandated by this bill will make taser use more responsible and effective. 1t will
protect police departments and municipalities froin frivolous lawsuits by establishing a standard
by which they can demonstrate that their decision to use a taser was appropriate, The bill’s
repotting requirements provide accountability for our police, enabling them to identify officers
who might actually be abusing tasers and to allow those agencies to address the abuse
appropriately,

Tasers are dangerous weapons, The United Nations Committee Against Torfure categorizes
tasers as a forin of torture that can kifl.> Accordingly, it is appropyiate to require law
enforcement officials fo altend {aser training, The cost of training would be minimal because
many police departments have officers who ave certified to teach taser trainings.

Victims who contact that ACLU-CT about faser abuse are predominantly Black and Hispanic.
Memoranda from the New Haven Police Chief, obtained through a FOIA request, demonstrate
the racial inequities in taser use. In over 89% of the released reports for 2008, the victims were
Black or Hispanic and in over 79% of the released reports for 2009, the victims were Black or
Hispanie, '

The adoption of taset training, data collection and reporting requirements will not financially
burden law enforcement. Likely, the departments will save money by curbing taser misuse and
providing deployment data to prove that abuse did not occur, protecting law enforcement from
excessive force suits. Tasers manufactured by TI have technology built-in that records the date,
time and duration of every deployment. A $159.00 TI Dataport Download Kit can service up to
ten tasers. This is a small price to pay for this powerful tool that will allow law enforcement to
track taser usage patferns and prevent misuse. This antomated data collection coupled with use-
of-force reports will make it easy for law enforcement to document deployment data and create
statistical breakdowns including race, gender, severity of injury, number of activations used on

1d. at 4.

* See, e.g., Submission to the United Nailons’ Himan Rights Committce Under the International Covenant of Civil
and Politlcal Rights (93" Session 7-25 July 2008) (2008) at 12, available at

hitp:iww w2 ohchr.org/english/bodies/ic/docsimgos/NTHR.pdf; Consideratton of Reporis Submlited By States
Parties Under Article 19 of the Convention (2009) at 2, available at
htip:/Avww2.ohehr.org/english/bodies/eat/locs/followwp/NewZealand ExfractsFollowUp.pdi.




person, method employed (drive-stun mode or dart~mode). This will allow law enforcement, the
public and the legislature to monitor and understand taser use,

Other states have mandated taser training and tracking. Florida requires taser carrying officers to
initially complete at least four howrs of basic-skills training, followed by at least one hour of
additional training per year, Massachusetis requires law enforcement officers to complete a
Taser training course approved by the Secretary of Public Safety., Iawaii requires police to
maintain records of every Taser deployment and submit an annual report to the legislature
regarding these records, Massachusetts requires the Secretary of Public Safety to develop a
protocol directing police officers to collect data on taser use, which must include the number of
times the device has been fired and identifying characteristics of individuals on whom it was
fired, including race and gender.,

This bill will protect the public and police by creating transparency and accountability in the use
of tasers, The ACLU-CT urges you to pass R.B, 6615.
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TASER® X3™, X26™, and M26™ ECD Warnings, Instructions, and Information:
Law Enforcement

Important ECD Product Safety and Health Information

These safety warnings are far your protection as well as the safety of others. Disregarding this Informatlon
could result In death or serlous Injury.’

Comple
Signlficant dlfferences exlst between each of the TASER [nternatlonal, Inc. {"TASER") Electrontc Conirol Device (*ECD™)y models,

Do not Use® or attempt to Use any ECO model unless you have been tralned and certified by a Cerbicd TASER Instructor on
that particular model.

Read and Obe

Read, study, understand, and follow all Instructions, warnings, Information, traintng bultetins and TASER tralning materals’
beforeUsing the ADVANCEDTASER® M26™ ECD, TASERXI™ECD, or TASERX26™ ECD. Fallure to comply with theseInstructions,
warnings, Information, tralnlng bulleting, and TASER tralnlng materials could resultin death or serlaus Injury to the User, force

reciplent, and others,

é‘j:g Obey Applicable Laws

Use the ECD only in accordance vith appilcable federal, state, and focal laws and other regulatlons or fegal requlrements,
Your lavs enforcement agency’s Guidance® must also be followed®, Any Use of an ECO must befegally Justifiable, Reststance
to faw enforcement interactlon incurs substantlal dsk of death or serfous Infury and subjects who reslst law enforcement

assume all such risks of death or serlous lnjury.

These warnlags are effective May 1, 2010, and supersede all prlor
revistons and relevant Tralning Bulletins, The most current warnlngs are
onling at wwrw.TASCR.com.
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Scope and Purpose

This document presents important safety warnings, Instructions, and Information intended to reasonably
minimize hazards assoclated with ECD deployment, Intended Use, side effects, and environment of Use.
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Confronting, apprehending, capturlng, controlling, restraining, incapacitating, taking persons Into custody,
and malntalning custody are often high risk events that could result In death or serlous Injury,

When lawfully Used as directed, ECDs are deslgned in probe-deployment mocde to temporarily Incapacitate a
person from a safer distance than some other force options, while reducing the likellhood of death or serious
InJury. Any use of force, physlcal exertlon, capture, control, restralnt, or Incapacitation Involves risks that a
person may get hutt or dle.’

Within this document certaln safety signals and signal words are used to call attentlon to safety messages.

The safety alert symbol Is used to alert Users to potentlal Injury hazards. ALWAYS

A Obey all safety messages that follow this symbol to reasonably minlmize the risk
of death or serlous injury when the ECD Is Used and to enhance safe operation
of the ECD.

The slgnal word WARNING Indlcates a hazardous sltuation which, If not avolded
or heeded, could resultIn death or sertous Injury. Itls intended to direct the User's
attentlon to hazards that may not be obvlous, but may be reasonably mitigatec
by heeding tralning and Instructlons, or avolding certaln actions, clrcumstances,
or hehavlors, thereby improving the safety of the ECD. WARNINGS may be
followed by Instructlons and informatlon Integral to the WARNING,

Safety Information: ECD Deployment and Use

A7 | Control and Restraln Immediately
O Begln control and restralnt procedureas, Including restratning the subject during ECD exposure, as soon as reasonahly sale
and practical to do so in order to minlmize total ECD exposure, The ECO User, and those Individuals assisting the User, should
avold touching the probes, wires, and the area between the probes to avold accldental or unlatended shock during £CO
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Law Enforcement Warnlngs
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Prepare to Redeploy ECD or Use Backup Plan

Always prepare to redeploy the ECD or Use a backup plan. Be famlliar with backup plans and acceptable alternatives In the
)

A NMl and Secondary Injurles

An ECD may cause NMIIf prabes are within suffictent proximity to complete a clrcuit, with sufficient spread, and an adequate
) clreult ks complated and maintalned rendering the sublect temporarily unable to control movement and may cause a fall.
Also, ECDO use may cause a startle rasponse. This loss of control or startle mayincrease risk of death or serfous Infury resulling
from loss of balance, fall, change In momentum, drovning, or loss of control of any rode of transportation, conveyance, or
machinery. Especially at ilsk s a person who:

« Could fall and suffer Impact nfury te the head or other area;

Is on an elevated or unstable surface {e.g., tree, roof, ladder, ledge, balcony, porch, bridge, crane, dock, chalr, bunk bed, or
stalr);

Is less able to catch o protect sellIn a fall {e.g., restralned, handcuffed, Incapacitated, or Immobllized);

Could fall on a sharp object {e.g., holding a knife or other edged weapon or sharp object on ground);

Is running, In motton, or moving under momenturn;

Is operating or riding In or on any mode of transporiation {e.g., vehlcle, bus, blcycle, motercycle, cart, traln, or alrplane),
convayanca (e.9., escalalor, moving walkway, elevator, skateboard, skates, or rollerblades), ormachinery;

» Islocated In water, mud, ormarsh environment If the abllity to move s reskricted; or

» Isphysically Infirmn, elderly, or pregnant,

Law Enforcement Warnings
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Safety Information: ECD Known and Potential Side Effects

Muscle Contraction or Straln-Related Injury

ECDs can cause steong or moderate muscle contractions that may vesult In physlcal exertion, athlelic, or sport-type Infury,
including, but not fimited to, InJury such as hernla, rupture, distocation, tear, or other injury to soft Hssue, organ, muscle,
tendon, [igament, nerve, bone, of Joint. Fracture to bone, Including compresston fracture to vertebrae, may occur. These
[njuries may be more serlous and mora lkely to occurin people with pre-existing Injuries, conditlons or spectal susceptibllites,
which Include but are not llmited to, known or unknown: pregnancy; osteopenla; osteoporosts; spinal injuty; or previous
muscle, disc, Hgament, Joint, bone, or tendon damage or surgery. Such Infuries may also occur when a person reacts to the
ECD deployment or discharga by making a rapld movement,

Physlologlc or Metabollc Effects

The ECD can produce physfologlc or metabollc effects which includs, but are not limited to, changes In: acldosfs; adrenergle
states; blood prassure; calclum, creatine kinase ("CK'; electrolytes (including potasstum), heart rate and thythrn; factic acid;
mycglobin; pH; resplratlon; stress hormones or other blochemical neuromedulators (e.g., catecholamines). Reasonable
effort should be made to minlmize the number of ECD expasures and resulting phystologlc and metabolic effects. In
human studies of electdcal discharge from a single ECD of up to 15 seconds, these effects on acidosis, CK, electrolytes,
stress hormones, and vital slgns have been comparable to of less than changes expected from phystcal exertlon slmllar to
struggling, reslstance, fighting, Meelng, or from the application of some othet (orce tools or technlques. Adverse physlologle
or metabolic effects may In¢rease disk of death or serlous Injury.

Hlgher Risk Populatlons

ECD Use on a pregnant, infirm, elderly, small chlid, or low body-mass Index {(8MI) person could Increase the rlsk of death or
serlous Injury, ECD Use has not been sclentlfically tested on these populatlons. The ECO should not be Used on members of
these populatlons unless the slluation Justifies possible higher dsk of death o serlous injury.

Phystologically or Metabollcally Compromised Persons

Law enforcement personnel are callad upon to deal with Individuals In crlses that are often physiofogically or metabolically
compromlsed and may be susceptible to arrest-related death ("ARD"). The factors that may Increase susceptibllicy for an ARD
have not been fully characterlzed but may Include: a hypersympathatlc state, autonomlc dysregulation, capture myopathy,
hyperthermla, altered electrolytes, severe acidosls, cardlac arrest, drug or alcohol effects {toxic withdrawal, sensitizatlon to
arrhiythmlas, et), alterations In braln function (agitated or excited deliium), cardlac disease, pulmonary disease, slckle cell
disease, and olher pathologic conditions. These risks may exdst prior to, during, or after law enforcement Intervention or
ECD Use, and the subject may already be at risk of dealh or serlous Injury as a result of pre-exlsting conditlons, Individual
susceptibility, or other factors. In a physloleglcally or metabollcally compromised person any physlologlc or metabolic
change may cause or contribute to death or serlous Injury. Follow your agency’s Guldance when dealling with phystologlcally
or metabollcally compromised persons,

Neurocardlogenlc Response (Falnting)
A person may experience an exaggerated response to an ECD exposure, or threatened exposure, which may result In a

person falnting or falling with possible secondary Injury.

Selzure
Repetitive stimull {e.g., Mashing lght or electrical stimull) can indice selzure in some people. This risk may be Increased [n a
person with a selzure history or I elactrical stimu'l prass through the head area, This may also result In a person falling with

a possible secondary Injury.

Stress and Pain
The ECD ¢an cause temporary discom{ort, paln, stress, panlc, or startle which may be injurlous to some peopte. Anticipation

of £CD exposure can cause stress, trepldatlon, panlc, startle, or fear, which may also be Injurlous to some peaple,

Law Enforcement Waralngs
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Safety Information: Probe or Electrode Injury or Infection

Use of an ECD may cause Irritatlen, punciure, mark, abraslon, rash, burn, kelold, or other scarring that may be permanent,
This isk may be Increased when using the M26 or X26 ECO [n drlve-stun mode with the cartrfdge removed or the X3 ECOIn
drive-stun moe due to the multiple sets of electrlcal contacts. Tha nature and severlty of Lhese effects depends on the area
of exposure and method of application, Individual susceptibllity, and other circumstances surrounding ECD Use, exposure,
and alter care.

Penetratlon Injury

The TASER probe has a small dart point which may cause a penetratlon Injury to a blood vessel or lnternal organ (Including
lung, bone, or nerve), The probe ar dart polat {wilch may detach can also punclure or become embedded Into a bone,
organ, of lissue, which may requive Immedlate medical atiention, surglcal remaval, or may result In scareing, Infeclion, or
alher serlous Injury.

Penetration Injury Care

Injury due to penetration of the probe or dart polnt Into a blood vessel, organ, nerve, or bone may require medical 2utention.
A prabe, dart polnt, or barb embedded In a sensltiva area such as the aya, the genltal area, breast, neck, throat, or vascular
structure may cause serlous Injury and may require spectal medical attentlon and further evaluation.

Probe Removal

Probe removal may cause Injury, Leaving a probe In the body may result In pain or Injury, Follow your agency’s Guldance and
blohazard protocols for probe removal. In the case of embedment, organ or bone penetration, or probe, dart polnt, or barb
detachment, Immediate medical attentlon and possibla surglcal removal may be required.

Skin, Wound, or Infectlon Treatment

ECD Use may cause a skin [iritation, puncture wound, abraslon, mark, rash, buin, kelold or other scar which may require
medical attentfon and may be permanent, As with any Injury of this type, infectlon or tetanus and resulking complications
may occur In some clrcumstances,

Biohazards

Utilize appropriate blohazard protacels and personal protective equipment Including Body Substance [sofatlon procedures,
gloves, masks, and washing of hands and exposed areas as necessary. Follow your agency’s Guldance and appropriate
biohazard, waste, and evidence protocols when deallng with blohazards,

Untethered Dlscharged Probe
[n probe deployment, it Is possible that a discharged probe that does notimpact a subject or target may become untethered
from the wire and trave! a signlficant distance. Aloose, untethered probe can cause serdous infury.

Safety Information: General Precautions

Law Enforcement Warmnlings
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Store In A Secure Locatlon

Store ECDs, cartridges, and accessorles In secure locatlons Inaccessible to children and other unauthorized persons to
prevent Inappropriate Use, which may result In death or serfous InJury to the User, olher persons, or animals. £COs and
cartddges are weapons and are not toys.

Use Of ECD Safety
Always place the ECD safety switch In the down (SAFE) position when not In Use. Remember to place the ECD safety switch
In the up {ARMED) positlon when you intend {0 Use the ECD,

Assume ECD Is Loaded

Alwaysassume thatan ECD Is leaded and capable of discharging, Teavold unexpected discharge, ensure thatnolive cartiidge
Is In the ECD when Inserting: a battery; COPM™, DPM™, EPM™ TPM™, or XDPM™ battery pack; TASER CAM™ recorder; orwhile
perforniing spark tests (except when spark testing the X3 ECD), malntenance, data dowinloading, or battery charging.

Be Aware Of ECD Deployment Mode
Keep your finger off the wigger untll [t Is legally justifiable to use the ECD, Be aware of the deployment moda (manval or

seml-automatic) set on the X3 ECO before discharging that ECD.

Keep Body Parts Away From Front of ECD or Cartridge
Keep your hands and body parts away from the front of the ECD and cartrdge, unless Instructed othenwvise. A dlscharging

ECD or cartridga could result In sedous Injury,

Avold Static Electricity
Keep the cartrldge away from sources of statlc electricity. Statle electrichy can cause the £CD or X26 or M26 cartridge to

discharge unexpectedly, which could result in serious Infury.

Beware of Electronic Equipment Interference

Interference from electronlc transmission equipment In close proximity to the ECD could Interfere with the proper operation

of tha £CD and cause the ECD to discharge, Keep the ECD at least several Inches away from other electronlc equipment,
Place the ECD safety switch In the dowa (SAFE) positlon vthenever it Is Immediately adjacent to electronic equiprient
{incleding transmitiing radlos and cell phones), Remember to place the ECD salety switch In the up (ARMED) position prior
to attempiing Use,

Avold Dropping ECD or Cartridge

If an £CD or cartridge Is dropped or damaged It may unintentionally deploy or discharge, become Inoperable, or fall to
functlon, making it unsafe for continued use, If an ECD or cartrldge has been dropped or damaged, refer to the procedure
recomnyended In the current verston of the TASER Instructor Tralning materials,

Safety Information: Maintenance

Damaged ECD ot Cartrldge

Do not use a cartridge with a missing blast door unless facing an Immediate threat, ECD repalr or modification by an
unaulhorlzed person may cause the ECD 1o fire or malfunciton, willvold the warrznty, and may put the User or other person
at rlsk of death or serious Injury.

Update ECD Software

SomeECDs, Including the TASER X26 and X3, have the capablilty {of soltware updating. Itis Important to acqulre, update, and
malntaln tha latest ECD softwara update. Current ECD software may be obialnad by contacting TASER'S Customer Service
Department or followling Instructlons at the EVIDENCE.COM™ site.

Law Enforcement Warnings
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The ECD1s asophisticated electronlc system, In order to provide proper function, only TASER-approved components, batierles,
accessotles, and cattrldges are 1o be used with the ECD. Use of anything other than TASER-approved components, batterles,
accessorles, and cartrddges will vold the warranty, may cause malfunction, and may put the User or other person at risk of
death or serlous Injury,

Avoid Exposure to Wet Conditions
if the ECD Is drenched or Immessed In water or other liquld, DO NOT Use the ECD unill completing the procedure
recommended in the current verslon of the TASER Instructor Tralning materlals,

@ Use Only TASER-Approved Components, Batteries, Accessorles, and Cartrldges

Safety Information: Hazardous Substances

Law Enforcement  Warnings

COFI, D624, EGA EVDEOE CGAL DS, TASTR CAM TR, X5, 304, JDENInd () are bademaris o TASER Intarnstionat, for, 2l TASER? [3.2 rag'stred teackamark ¢d JASEA ntirfutions), b _regileredinthe Us.
Alighgresnedd, © WIOTASER Inturetfonal bre.




