STATE OF CONNECTICUT
JUDICIAL BRANCH

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION

231 Capilol Avenue
Hartford, Connecticut 06106
(860} 757-2270 Fux (860) 757-2215

Testimony of Deborah Fuller
Judiciary Committee Public Hearing
March 9, 2011

House Bill 6475, An Act Concei‘ning Mandatory Minimum Sentences

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony, on behalf of the Judicial
Branch, in support of House Bill 6475, An Act Concerning Mandatory Miniimum
Sentences. This bill would eliminate statutory provisions that require the imposition of

a term of imprisonment that cannot be suspended.

The Judicial Branch has consistently supported the abolition of mandatory
minimum sentences. Mandatory minimum requirements tie the hands of our judges,
| curtailing their ability to dispose of cases in the manner they deem fair and equitable.
An essential element of justice is the individual consideration of each case; mandatory
minimums work against this principal. This proposal recognizes the value of
individualized sentences, as opposed to a one-size-fits-all approach, and that sentencing
is not black and white, but is often a matter of degree.

The role of sentencing judge is to carefully mete out punishment based on the
circumstances of the case and the defendant before them. Mandatory minimum
requirements seriously impinge on the ability of the judge, who is in the best position to
assess the defendant and the circumstances of the crime committed, to tailor an
appropriate sentence. Without discretion, the court may be compelled to sentence a

defendant to a term of incarceration when it does not believe incarceration is watranted.




In addition, mandatory minimum requirements have the effect of transferring
the decision-making about whether a defendant should be incarcerated from the judge
to the state’s attorneys, who make the final decision about what charges to bring against
a defendant. Prosecutors have the sole discretion to decide whether or not to charge a
defendant with a crime that carries a mandatory minimum. Once they have made that
decision, if the defendant is found or pleads guilty, the judge is compélled to impose the
mandatory minimum incarceration period.

In conclusion, we urge the committee not to act favorably on this proposal.

Thank you for your consideration.




