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Monday, March 7, 2011

TESTIMONY TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALITY

IN SUPPORT OF HB-6425
AN ACT CONCERNING THE PENALITY FOR CAPITAL FELONY

Dear Distinguished Members of the Judiciary Committee.

As a citizen of Connecticut and a Connecticut State Licensed Marital and Family Therapist | very strongly
support raised bill 6425. This bill will dramatically limit the death penalty’s scope and move the state
toward eliminating this wasteful and ineffective practice that harms families.

The death penalty continues to be applied in a discriminatory, capricious and arbitrary manner. The
death penalty is a punishment reserved primarily for the poor and marginalized groups.

The death penalty fails to deter crime more effectively than life in prison without parole. In this time of
budget shortfall, capital punishment makes no sense as a response to the serious problem of violent
crime,

The death penalty increases the suffering of those affected by violent crime. A death sentence
negatively affects the families of the victim and offender as well as the families of those carrying out the

executions. Having the death penalty continue makes it possible that the state will execute innocent
people.

The appropriate response is life imprisonment. it helps the needs of victims’ families, keeps soclety
secure, and avoids the irreversible error of executing the innocent.

| very strongly urge the committee to recommend raised bill 6425.
Please let me know if you have any question.

Thanks




