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February 8", 2011
Good Afternoon distinguished Senators and Representatives,

My name is Andrew Bloom. [ am a licensed surety bail bondsman, bail enforcement agent, and
one of the owners of 3-D Bail Bonds, Inc. which employs about 27 people.

I am also one of the owners of DADs Bail Bonds, LLC representing over 10,000 bail bonds
written a year, a member of The Professional Bail Agents of The United States, and a founding
member and current President of the Bail Agents of Connecticut Association.

As many of you may know, [ have been here to testify for many years in support of bail reform.
I would now like the opportunity to demonstrate my support of Raised Senate Bill 28.

The Bail Association of Connecticut has developed a “Whistle Blowers” program to help self
police our fellow Bail Agents.
We have a code of ethics requiring our members to be Honest Ethical Licensed Professionals,

or H.E.L.P.

Connecticut Bail Agents are extremely vital doing their part in the court process insuring
appearance of the accused in proceedings, upholding The Eighth Amendment having to do with
reasonable bail. Connecticut makes arrests for over 125,000 cases per year. Take a conservative
25% of those arrests resulting in bail, which is about 41,000 defendants. The average case takes
6 months. Multiply 41,000 defendants times the average cost to house an inmate for 12 months
in Connecticut of about $44,000 and you get $1.8 billion. Cut that in 1/2 for the 6 months for an
average case and you get the bail agents of Connecticut saving taxpayer $900,000,000 annually.
Bail agents and bail enforcement agents at no cost to taxpayers or risk to public safety personnel
apprehend and return defendants who miss their court dates.

e This bill passed The House last year unopposed
e Proposed Senate bill 28 will help regulate bail agents who break the rules by helping to fund
the efforts of the Department of Insurance and offering stronger penalties for violations

o Senate bill 28 will help keep close to 1000 CT taxpayers working
Let’s get it done.

Thank you,

Andrew Bloom
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COST OF INCARCERATION AND COST OF A CAREER CRIMINAL

By: Christopher Reinhart, Senior Attorney

You asked about the cost of incarcerating an inmate in Connecticut and the cost of having a career criminal on the street.

SUMMARY

According to infprmation provided by the Office of Fiscal Analysis, the annual cost to incarcerate an inmate in Connecticut
in FY 06 was € 44, 165, Fhis figure includes fringe benefits, statewide cost allocation program distribution (which the
Department olCoiTec#dn (DOC) must pay other state agencies to provide services), building depreciation, equipment
depreciation, bond interest, and miscellaneous revenue, A chart below displays the annual costs for an inmate in specific
facilities.

We did net find information on the cost of a career criminal specifically in Connecticut. But we did find a study by Professor
Mark Cohen at Vanderbilt University that breaks down the lifetime costs imposed by a career criminal. In a 1998 article, he
looked at a target population of chronic juvenile offenders who are assumed to continue a life of crime as an adult. The
assumptions used in this study include that a typical adult crime career is six years and the criminal spends nearly eight
years in prison. Using 1997 dollars, he concluded that the total external costs of a life of crime range from$ 1. 5t0$ 1. 8
million (Cohen, “The Monetary Value of Saving a High-Risk Youth,” Jowrnal of Quantitative Criminology, Vol, 14, No, 1,
1998}.

Using 1997 dollars, Cohen estimated:

1, 8 165,000 in victim costs per year of a criminal’s career (about 35% attributable to tangible costs such as lost wages and
medical bills and 65% attributable to the value of lost quality of life to victims);

2, the average career criminal annually adds $ 40,000 to the cost of the criminal justice system {including investigation,
defense, incarceration, parole, and probation}; and

3. the prisoner is not a productive member of society while incarcerated and, based on an average of eight years in prison,
the total foregone earnings for a career criminal is $ 60,000 or $ 52,000 in present value terms.

Cohen concluded that juvenite delinquency between age 14 and 17 imposes $ 83,000 to $ 335,000 while an adult career
criminal adds § 1. 4 million. He concluded that the total external costs of a life of crime range from $ 1. 5 to § 1. 8 million.
Of this amount, about 25% is tangible victim costs, 50% lost quality of life, 20% criminal justice costs, and 5% offender
productivity losses [Cohen, “The Monetary Value of Saving a High-Risk Youth,” Journal of Quantitative Criminology, Vol. 14,
No. 1, 1998).

A number of other studies try to measure the overall cost of crime to society or the cost of specific types of crimes, If you
would like information about these studies, please let us know,

COST OF INCARCERATION IN SPECIFIC FACILITIES

The Office of Fiscal Analysis provided us with the annual cost to incarcerate an inmate in specific facilities in Connecticut
in FY 06, This figure includes fringe benefits, statewide cost allocation program distribution {(which the Department of
Correction (BOC) must pay other state agencies to provide services), building depreciation, equipment depreciation, bond
interest, and miscellaneous revenue. The chart below displays this information.

Annual Cost to Incarcerate an Inmate in Specific
Connecticut Facilities in FY 06

http://www.cga.ct.gov/2008/rpt/2008-R-0099.htm 2/7/2011
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Facility Annual Cost
Per Inmate
Bergin Correctional institution 331,008
Bridgeport Correctional Center 46,923
Brooklyn Correctional institution 34,564
Cheshire Correctional Institution 41,476
Corrigan/Radgowski Correctional Institution 39,745
Carl Robinsen Correctional Institution 34,455
Enfield Correctional Instituttion 41,576
-Continued-
I s =
Annual Cost to Incarcerate an Inmate in Specific
Connecticut Facllities in FY 06
Facllity Annual Cost
Per Inmate
Garner Correctional Institution 86,694
J. B. Gates Correctional Institution 38,288
Hartford Correctional Center 48,794
MacDougall/ Walker Correctional Institution 44,663
Manson Youth institution 65,855
New Haven Correctional Center 45,654
i
Morthern Correctional Institution 100,385 '
Osborn Correctionat Institution 34,121 I
Webster Correctional Institition 35,123 ;
Willard / Cybulski Cerrectional Institution 29,493
Yark Correctionali Institution 21,090
Cumulative Inmate Rate % 44,165
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