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Bridgeport Hospital appreciates the opportunity to submit testimony concerning SB 1013, 
AN ACT IMPLEMENTING THE GOVERNOR’S BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS 
CONCERNING HUMAN SERVICES 
 

Bridgeport Hospital is a 425-bed, full service, acute care teaching hospital that provides high-

quality care to all our patients.  In addition to over 60 sub-specialties, Bridgeport Hospital houses 

the only specialized burn care facility between New York and Boston, and is also the site of 

southern Connecticut’s only multi-person Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy chamber, which aids in 

the treatment of stubborn wounds.  Additionally, Bridgeport Hospital continues to be a safety net 

for our community by providing healthcare to our patients regardless of their ability to pay. 

 

SB 1013 includes the Governor’s proposed 5.5% tax on hospitals.  We urge you to oppose this 

bill. Taken together with the proposal to eliminate funding for uncompensated care, Bridgeport 
Hospital will lose an additional $1.37 million.  This will make it difficult for us to continue to 

provide the high-quality care our patients expect, hire physician experts and adequately train our 

medical residents.  In addition, the loss of these funds will cause us to defer or delay capital 

spending. We understand that the state is facing an unprecedented budget deficit and balancing 

needs and resources will be difficult.  However, we must be mindful that imposing a hospital tax 

or eliminating funding for uncompensated care will hurt the health of Connecticut citizens and 

the economy of our state. 

 

In addition to the loss from the tax and the elimination of funding for uncompensated care, our 

patients will be harmed by proposals that would cut $1.1 million in funding for certain hospital 

outpatient services, reduce non-emergency dental services for adults under Medicaid, and impose 

cost sharing requirements for certain individuals receiving Medicaid services.   

 

As we understand it, the tax is being proposed to draw $133 million in federal funds.  These 

dollars will not be invested in health care however, even though there is general agreement that 

access remains an issue and that Medicaid severely under reimburses providers, paying 

approximately 70 cents on a dollar of cost.  This is not the time to harm the healthcare safety net 

and using a tax on health care to obtain federal funding is bad public policy.  President Obama 

agrees, as he is seeking to phase out the federal match in his recent budget proposal.   

 

We urge you to oppose SB 1013, and thank you for your consideration. 


