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Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.  My name is Miacharia Fisher and I am here to testify in 

support of Raised Senate Bill 1146, which dedicates 10% of the Security Deposit Guarantee budget to 

guarantees that give people on Section 8 and RAP access to safe neighborhoods with thriving schools. 

I am a home health aid with five children ages 2 to 13.  In 2008 I received a Section 8 voucher and 

decided to move from a small apartment in a high poverty urban area to a single family house in 

Coventry.  The difference this mobility move has made to my life and the lives of my children has been 

astounding. 

Before our move my oldest son was failing out of school – a teacher literally told me she had “given up 

on him” – and both he and his younger brother were constantly in fights with other kids at school.  Upon 

moving to Coventry the behavior issues stopped and my older son was immediately diagnosed with a 

learning disability.  He was given access to a whole network of services to help him learn to compensate 

for his disability and he is now a B student.  I witnessed similar improvements with my younger children 

who thrived in their new preschool program.  For me this move has given me peace of mind.  I know my 

kids are getting a great education.  I know they are safe when the play outside.  They are now active in 

sports, so I think they are also healthier.   

The other interesting thing about our move is the reception we received in our new neighborhood.  I 

thought as an African-American woman with government assistance and five kids I would have very little 

in common with my neighbors, but I could not have been more wrong.  When we moved in all the 

neighbors came by to say hello and made us feel welcome.  I am now friends with my neighbors, which 

was never the case in the past.  If I can’t be home to meet the school bus I know that my kids are 



welcome to hang out next door until I come home.  My landlord is now a friend and very supportive.  

She connected me to my current job.   

Making this mobility move has changed my life and opened up a world of opportunities for my kids.  

Please support Senate Bill 1146 and set aside just 10% of the Security Deposit Guarantee program so 

other families will have these kinds of opportunities. 


