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Good Morning, Senator Musto, Representative Tercyak,and members of the committee.  

My name is Jeff Walter and I am providing testimony on Bill 1013 on behalf of Rushford 

Center.  Rushford is a private, non-profit organization providing mental health and 

substance use prevention and treatment services from facilities in Middletown, Meriden, 

Portland, Durham, and Glastonbury.  My organization serves more than 7,000 

Connecticut residents who suffer from serious mental illness and substance use disorders.  

More than 70% of those we serve are Medicaid recipients. 

 

I am here today to ask the committee to amend Section 7 by exempting Medicaid 

recipients who seek community-based mental health and addiction treatment services 

from copayments.  Experience with Medicare cost sharing has shown that copayments 

are largely uncollectible from this population.  In addition, copayments- even those as 

low as $3 per visit- serve as a deterrent for seriously ill clients to seek treatment.  The 

consequence all too often is that clients become more ill, ultimately landing in hospital 

emergency departments and inpatient units – at a far greater cost to the State. 

 

I would also like to mention that copayments place an unfair, disproportionate burden on 

this population due to the prevalence of co-morbid psychiatric and medical conditions.  

Under the governor’s budget proposal, these clients will receive multiple copayment bills 

for medical appointments, medications, and behavioral health visits.  The behavioral 

health visits alone can total 3-4 appointments per week, covering up to a two month 

period or longer, with each visit requiring a separate copayment. 

 

All of these reasons point to the need to exempt this seriously impaired client population 

from the imposition of copayments.  I thank you for you consideration of this request. 
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