
Testimony 
 
Testimony in opposition to Senate Bill # 1012 which proposes moving the 
functions of Board of Education and Services for the Blind (BESB) I into the 
Departments of Education and Social Services.  

 
My name is Martha Delaney, and I have been a Teacher of Blind and 
Visually Impaired Preschool Children for over 25 years.  
 
You have already heard many compelling reasons as to why splitting up 
BESB into the Departments of Education and Social Services won’t work.  
No money will really be saved by this move, but instead disruptions in 
educational, vocational, and rehabilitation services will definitely occur 
to the blind population of CT.   
 
What I want to do is tell you a true story about a young couple that was 
eagerly anticipating the birth of their first child.  They had a beautiful 
baby girl, but within seconds after her delivery they received some 
devastating news, which would change everything for this new family.    
 
The doctors informed these new young parents that their beautiful baby 
daughter had been born without eyes.  What in God’s name were these 
new parents going to do now?  Where could they turn for help with their 
daughter’s special needs?  Can you imagine if this happened to you as a 
parent or to your granddaughter?  Where would you turn for help?     
 
Fortunately, the aunt of the new father knew exactly who to turn to.  She 
picked up the phone and called BESB and talked directly with the 
Children’s Services Supervisor, Jeanette Haines who gave this young 
couple the hope that they needed. Within a few days a preschool teacher 
of the blind and visually impaired was going into this family’s home on a 
weekly basis and providing the necessary help and guidance these new 
parents would need to raise a blind daughter.   
 
This is only one true story, but there are many more about how parents, 
children, and adults who are affected by a visual impairment receive 
invaluable help and resources from the staff at BESB.  What will happen 
to all these families and individuals when there is no longer a stand-
alone BESB agency? 



 
New parents will not receive the same immediate response if the 
Children’s Services division is incorporated into the Department of 
Education, which is primarily a monitoring agency and not a place, 
which provides direct services to children.   
 
New parents will not be able to experience a smooth transition of 
services for their child from the educational years to the vocational and 
rehabilitation years since BESB will be merged into two completely 
different agencies that know nothing about blindness and have no 
contact with one another. 
 
Young couples will be back to square one of not knowing where to turn 
for their child’s special needs as they get older because the efficient, 
cost-saving agency of BESB will no longer exist.  
 
Please do not break up BESB, an agency that has been in existence for 
over 100+ years providing quality services to the Blind Community of 
CT in a coordinated continuum because the Governor wants to 
downsize the number of state agencies!  Why break up something that 
has been working so well for so many years?  
 
Respectfully submitted by 
 
Martha D. Delaney, M.ED 
BESB Teacher of the Blind and Visually Impaired 
  
          


