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Re: Raised Bill No. 6267 - An Act Concerning the Sale of Wine With Gift Baskets.

Dear Chairmen and Committee Members;

| am a true Connecticut based small businessman who is seeking equity and faimess. 1own a
florist/fruit basket company with six full and part time employees. My 40+ year old business
must compete daily with out-of-state firms that can legally ship wine to Connecticut consumers
while, due to present state law, | am prevented from doing so. While | am unsure exactly how
much business 1 lose because of this circumstance, and scores of other Connecticut based
businesses lose, | am sure that | can count at least one large Christmas order | lost this past
holiday due to our laws. ironically, that client was an employee of a major Connecticut based
company located in Fairfield County.

There are hundreds of small florist and gift basket shops in Connecticut that are discriminated
against daily due to our archaic liquor laws which remain on our books from times gone by,
Again, it is a matter of equity and fairness that we be treated in the same manner as are out-of-
state firms.

Artached to this testimony are only three examples of non-Connecticut based firms that ship
wine, with food items into Connecticut. | could have sent 50 examples. Where is the justice?

This is my fourth attempt in six years to have this legislation passed by our General Assembly.
Obviously, all others have failed. |have fear that this proposed bill will be paired with the
notion of Sunday openings and the sale of aicoholic beverages by liguor and other stores. | ask
that you please judge this legislation on its merits and not group it with other contentious
legistation. All florists and my other competitors want is a level playing field so that we are not
discriminated against because we choose to do business here.

I respectfully request that all members of this committee support and pass this legistation as 2

basic matter of equity and fairness to all other florists and gift baskets companies in
connecticut and | will answer any questions you might have of me. Thank you.
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Wine Country Gift Baskets 425N paim Sueet, Fullerion, 4 02835-1045

www,winecountrygifthaskets.com
(800) 394-0394 °

Costomer Number ™ caffiog Core

A wing may be shipped to;
i, 1D, 1L, 1, 14, KS, KY, LA, TVIE, 181, MR,
{f UE, NV, N, ARG, D, OH, OR, SC, TH, VT, W, Wi, wy,
ar breek Cellars Miffside, Hobson Estate, Kiarna, Little Lakes,
Steepleghfise, Talaria and Windwhistie wine gifis
dy be shipped f: 68, NY, TX, VA, WA,
ehsite or cafl for details and more gift selections.
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Harry & David | Food + Wine Merchants ~ Pagelof2

Fhop Yoo #1°

Care:

Get Started:

To proceed to our Wine Club site, select the state you wil be shipping to, You wili be
directed to our Wine Club site, where wine purchases are protessed, sold and shipped
separately. Please be sure to compiete the rest of yous Harry & David order before
proceeding.
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Wine may bé g fered to 25 staves and the Disgrict of Columbia. Where would

n”.‘.‘*
welfbme to the new Cheers to Happiness Chib! F_gﬂﬁ;bre than 75 years, Harry & David
tagibeen defivering the finest fresh frult and gourmet gifts. We know what brings peopie

nalipiness, and make it our mission to delives it. The Cheers to Happiness Wine Clib

indpucies award-winning artisenal winerjes™ the wines offered are afl meticulously curated
seffctions ~ they're hard 1o f%nd,hg_:;gtr'éasy 1o sip and saver,

T

Each Pagth's selectinan Hiines tncludes an information sheet describing the growing
region, the viavard, notes from the winemaker about the specific wine, ng suggested
"perfect pearings™ from Harry & David. You'll also receive a portfolio to keep these and

future information sheets for reference.
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hitp://www.harryanddavid.com/gifts/store/view_ 1 0455_10002_wine-launch.html?cm_sp=... 2/4/2011




Wine Shipping — Learn the laws and regulations about shipping wine, and wine delivery. Page 2 of 4
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Sagrch Our Wines

present to sign for receipt. By law all alcohol orders require an aduit signature for delivery
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Delivery Times

We apologize if you encountered shipping delays for some East Coast and Midwest states due ko the
blizzard. Please ¢heck your tracking numbers,

The celivery carrler (UPS or FedEx) will make up to 3 defivery attempts. You can expect your delivery in a
faw days, S8 an address where someone cver 21 will be present o sign.
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MY and CA: 2-3 Businefs Days

This is the perfect shlppmg option to use for those last minute gifts, guests, or parties. Place your wing or
gift order by 5 pm EST and it will ship the following business day. We're sorry but this service is not
availabe in AZ, CT, IL, MA or NI,

{)rder'slptaced 1st Delivery Attempt
Fridéy - Sunday Wednesday

Monday Thursday

Tueéday Friday

Wednesday Monday

Thursday Tuesgay

) TAT -
Where We Ship
As 3 reminder, even if-we do not ship to your state, you can still send a gift to eligible delivery states.
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+ In order tp offer complimentary shipping, we standardize our shipping to incrementg of six,
Cn indwldua% wine botile orders you canr order in any combination you choose; all of one wine, ali different,
as long as the total number of bottles eguals 6, 12, 18 or 50 on. Any of our wine packs or gift baskets can
ship separately.

EXDEPYIING: There are shipping charges for the NHL Alumni Signature Wine Series. This program is a
coliaboration with the NHL Alumni Association, prestigious alumni, Ironstone Vineyards, Artemis Sports
Group. These wines yoiJ can buy in any increment- the & boltie or pack restyiction does not apply. & portion
of the procesds of the sale of each bottle goes to a charity of the players cholce and the NHL Alumnl
Association's "Hockey's Grestest Family Fund.”

; v3 In accordance with reguiations for Fi, NH, NC and TN, several zip codes and towns are fisted
befow where we can hot currently defiver.

Florida: 32008, 32059, 32060, 32064, 32066, 32321, 32331, 32340, 32425, 32427, 32428, 32417,

http:/fwww.mywinesdirect.com/our-difference/shipping 2/4/2011



