Good Morning Senator Slossberg, Representative Morrin and members of the committee.
My name is Mark Poole and I am a partner of The Riverhouse at Goodspeed Station,

[ am here to offer testimony in support of Bill # 1196 sec #14.

I would like to give you some background about our team and an understanding of how this
group of experienced individuals is well suited to undertake a project of this nature once the land
exchange comes to a positive outcome.

I come from a background of 20 years of hotel/ restaurant management working for multiple
hotel management companies prior to starting the development of the Riverhouse project in
Haddam. Trevor Furrer comes from a banking and finance background having an integral role
in arranging and managing the financing for our projects. Trevor and I also own a property
management and contracting company owning and managing residential as well as office/ retail
space. Jim Bucko brings 20 years of hotel/ foodservice management and actively manages the
Riverhouse in Haddam, and Steve Rocco brings his experience as a licensed Architect and local
developer in Haddam. Two of our partners are local residents of Haddam with a vested interest
in their community.

This team of experts has experience in developing larger scale projects, having successfully
designed and built the award winning Riverhouse at Goodspeed Station 5 years ago. Two years
later we took over and repositioned The Society Room of Hartford on Pratt Street into the top
event venue in the city of Hartford. Our latest project getting underway is to take over the Avon
Old Farms Inn in Avon to rehabilitate, reposition and reestablish this historic location back to its
252 year history of success and quality in the community. All of these projects were
challenging and required the combined talents of the team to execute and maintain the high
levels of success year after year. We have received multiple awards for our product quality and
service.

Our group is best positioned to undertake the responsibility of a project like this based on our
experience in executing high quality large scale projects like the Riverhouse in the town of
Haddam Tylerville section. We worked well with community leaders in developing the
Riverhouse and would do the same with a new project if this land exchange is accepted. We
look forward to working through the local planning and zoning on a new project as we have in
the past. I think it is a testament to the communities experience on the past project that they are
supporting us so strongly with this new potential project in Haddam. We are also extremely
concerned about what and how a project like this is designed and constructed since we have one
of our major businesses overlooking the site.

The first step to unlock the potential of this project is to exchange these parcels of land, locking
up the 87 acres of forest land and bringing the 17 acres located in the main economic area of




Haddams Tylerville section back to its rightful role to bring the much needed economic
development this town needs, this region needs and this state needs in its battle to shore up the
short falls that we are experiencing now and for years to come. There doesn’t seem to be a better
time to undertake this type of project then right now,

[ urge this committee to approve this land exchange. Thank you.




