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Good morning and thank you for this opportunity to comment on Senate Bill 1059, An Act
Implementing the Recommendations of the Commission on Enhancing Agency Outcomes.

As you know, the Connecticut Commission on Aging is the nonpartisan state agency devoted to
preparing Connecticut for a significantly changed demographic and enhancing the lives of the
present and future generations of older adults. For seventeen years, the Commission has served
as an effective leader in statewide efforts to promote choice, independence and dignity for
Connecticut’s older adults and persons with disabilities.

In these difficult budget times, research-based initiatives, statewide planning efforts, vision and
creative thinking are all needed. The Connecticut Commission on Aging stands ready to assist
our state in finding solutions to our fiscal problems, while keeping commitments to critical
programs and services.

CoA was pleased to be invited to testify in front of the Commission on Enhancing Agency
Outcomes this past summer, providing objective information about long-term care in our state.
Since then, we have continued to work with members of the CEAO and its staff in developing
recommendations for the final report as well as identifying items for this legislative proposal.
We congratulate the CEAO and members of this committee for your yeoman’s work in
completing this comprehensive examination of Connecticut’s state government structure,
programs and services.

As to the specifics of SB 1059, CoA provides general support for the long-term care sections
(sections 298-312). We specifically thank the Committee for including section 298, regarding our
state’s drug return program, an area CoA identified as ripe for expansion for cost-savings.
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We respectfully make the following suggestions regarding two sections of the bill:

Section 308: This section requires the state to apply for a 1915(c) Medicaid waiver. However,
CoA and other stakeholders have identified the 1915(i) State Plan Amendment as a way to
streamline our system, while maximizing federal dollars. This is actually partially included in
Governor Malloy’s budget proposal: certain consumers will be able to be served under a new
piece of the Connecticut Home Care Program that will receive a federal match, instead of
being fully state-funded.

Section 309: National research and our state’s Long-Term Care Needs Assessment support the
development of a single point of entry, as referenced in this section (note: these are also
called “Aging and Disability Resource Centers” or “ADRCs”). CoA recommends building off of
the three ADRC’s already functioning and moving ahead, allowing DSS to determine the
appropriate stakeholders for each region of the state.

Most importantly, CoA recommends adding language to require greater collaboration
between single point of entry agencies and the Money Follows the Person program, to
maximize funding and efficiencies, while reducing duplication.

CoA also supports other sections of this bill regarding electronic timesheets and direct deposit
for state employees, as good government/cost saving measures.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. CoA remains available to continue to tweak this
legislation as necessary throughout the process.



