
 
  

 

01 March 2011 

Finance Revenue and Bonding Committee 

Reference:  Bills HB6387 and SB1007 

 

General Aviation in Connecticut which is defined by the FAA as all aircraft other than airlines, military and law 

enforcement is an economic engine generating $2,400,000,000 and 45,800 jobs* annually. What differentiates 

aviation from other industries is the mobility with which aircraft operate, thus the competitive advantage one 

has over competition, whether in the form of a large multi-engine turbine powered or single piston powered 

aircraft, when needing to conduct business. 

 

A common misconception is that most jet aircraft are operated for the sole purpose of transporting one CEO to 

golf outings and a second residence. In actuality, less than 13% of passengers aboard business aircraft are 

CEOs. The vast majority are staff, which includes sales, engineering and technicians.  Additionally, many light 

general aviation aircraft are used in business.  

 

HB6387 would place a personal property tax in the amount of 70% of valuation at 20 mils annually on all 

aircraft based in Connecticut. While on the surface this appears to be a viable means to added revenue, the truth 

of the matter is that in a survey conducted by NBAA, 93% of the respondents (business as well as personal 

aircraft owners), indicated that were the tax to be enacted, they would remove the aircraft from Connecticut, 

which would be disastrous from a jobs, revenue and economic perspective. 

 

Connecticut will lose registration fees, which it now enjoys. Business aircraft owners will move or terminate 

employees when the aircraft are relocated to neighboring states, and millions of gallons of aviation fuel will be 

sold in states other than Connecticut….all revenue generating activities.  Massachusetts, New York and Rhode 

Island all have aircraft beneficial tax structures. What has kept aircraft owners in Connecticut is that stability 

they enjoyed from a tax aspect. Should the tax structure change and aircraft leave, aircraft will not return. 

 

The associated fallout will be the loss of indirect jobs at Fixed Base Operators (FBO) hotels and restaurants as 

well as other non-aviation related businesses. Aviation plays a vital role in Connecticut’s economy. The personal 

property tax bill would detract from Connecticut’s much needed jobs and economic vitality.  Please reconsider 

this Bill and vote against its passage. 

 

Thank you 

 

 
 

Dean Saucier 

NBAA – Regional Representative 

860-292-1994 

 



 
  

 

* Hildebrand Tewes Consulting. 

 

 

 


