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Good Afternoon Senator Daily, Representative Widlitz and members of the Committee.  

My name is Bill Gray I handle strategic projects for Lutheran Social Services of New 

England (LSSNE), which owns Lutheran Assisted Living at Middletown Inc. and 

Lutheran Housing Corp at Middletown Inc. Together they are known as Luther Ridge. 

Luther Ridge is a non-profit facility that offers independent and assisted living to the 

elderly. LSSNE has provided services in the Middletown community for 60 years.  I am 

testifying in favor of Bill 1162, An Act Concerning The Filing Deadline for Certain 

Property Tax Exemptions. However, I am requesting some additional language to include 

LSSNE.   

 

Approximately 5 years ago LSSNE added a 90 unit addition to the Middletown campus. 

Prior to doing so a letter was obtained from the then town assessor, Frank Marchese, 

which stated LSSNE could keep its’ tax exempt status as long as it maintained its’ non-

profit status, which it does to this day. The project would not have moved forward if not 

for receiving this exemption. In 2009 a new assessor took over and refused to honor his 

office’s previous commitment based on the fact that we receive government funding for 

housing. After some time LSSNE was able to convince FHC and CFHA to modify their 

budgets to allow for tax payments, but they would not allow for penalties and interest that 

accrued while the issue was being disputed. That cost totaled over $19,000, which 

LSSNE paid. Despite the fact that we feel we should still have a tax exemption, LSSNE 

continue to pay tax, but feel the money paid towards penalties and interest should be 

reimbursed by the city. LSSNE  brought its’ case to the Mayor’s office, who has offered 

his support as did city council leadership. However, they feel a Special Act is required to 

waive the penalties and interest. That is why I am here today in support of Bill 1162. 

However, the way the bill is currently written LSSNE would be excluded. Section 4 of 



the bill states “for any person eligible for a 2009 grand list exemption”. LSSNE does not 

qualify for a grand list exemption, therefore I feel additional language should be included 

to allow LSSNE to benefit from the passage of the bill. I have included suggested 

language in the attached document.  

 

Adding the language will allow LSSNE to be refunded monies that are desperately 

needed to continue operations. I thank you for your consideration and would be happy to 

answer questions. 
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