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In Support of:
SB 1008, AA Authorizing Bonds of the State for Capital improvements and Other Purposes

Senator Daily, Representative Widlitz and members of the committee, my name is Ron Cretaro andilam
the Executive Director of Connecticut Association of Nonprofits (CT Nonprofits). We represent over 500
nonprofits, 300 of which hold purchase of service (POS) contracts with the state to provide heaith and
human services on its behaif. 1 am here today to support SB 1008 and the Governor's bond
recommendations for nonprofit providers.

CT Nonprofits supports Governor Malioy’s recommendations for new bonding authorizations for several
state agencies including the Departments of Developmental Services (DDS), Children & Families (DCF),
Public Health (DPH), Mental Health & Addiction Services (DMHAS) and Social Services (DSS).

The State’s bonding program provides funding for capital improvements 1o nonprofits that hold purchase-
of-service (POS) contracts with the state fo provide health and human services on its behalf. These
dollars are often used for making critical health and safety renovations o facilities, stich as replacing
roofs, purchasing new hot water heaters, etc. Nonprofits have faced years of chronic underfunding with
an average cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) on state contracts of less than 1%. They have experienced
increased demand during the recession, while also experiencing decreased corporate, philanthropic and
individual giving. The state’s bonding program is crucial to supporting provider infrastructure during these
tough economic times.

The Governor has proposed $2 million in grants-in-aid in each year of the biennium to nonresidential
programs funded by DDS as well as $2 million in each year to community heaith centers. He has
proposed $5 million in each year of the biennium for residential facilities, group homes, shelters and
permanent family homes funded by DCF. DMHAS-funded community-based residential and outpatient
facilities will receive $5 million in grants-in-aid in each year and several DSS-funded services, such as
neighborhood facilities, emergency shelters and domestic violence shelters will receive $2 million in
grants-in-aid in each year of the biennium. All of these dollars are sorely needed by nonprofits.

CT Nonprofits also supports Governor Malloy’s proposal for $130 million in new financing for affordable
and supportive housing creation. Connecticut continues to struggle with housing and homelessness
issues. According to the CT Coalition to End Homelessness, last year Connecticut's emergency shelters
alone served 11,700 people, including more than 1,500 children. The number of people in shelters and
transitional programs at any given point in time increased 3% from 2009 to 2010, while shelters have
been over capacity (exceeding 100% of available beds, and unable to serve all those in need) during all
of 2010 and much of 2069. Permanent supportive housing is absolutely necessary to curb homelessness
among those experiencing long-term homelessness and those with disabilities. '

The bonding dollars included in this proposal will go to make vital improvements o nonprofit facilities that
serve CT residents on the state’s behalf. We urge the Committee to support SB 1008 and the Governor's
bond recommendations for nonprofit providers.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any gquestions.
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