
STATEMENT FROM LARRY KUCHARSKI ON PROPESED 

GOVERNORS BILL 1007 

                                                                                           

      MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2011 

  

Senator Daily, Representative Widlitz, and members of the 

committee, I wish to thank you for the opportunity to be heard today.   

  

My name is Larry Kucharski and I am General Manager of CAMRAC 

LLC, representing the Rental Car Brands of Enterprise, Alamo and 

National Car rental companies operating today in Connecticut.   Our 

Connecticut operation has been based in Windsor Locks since 1990.  

In total, we employ more than 800 employees in 75   branch offices 

throughout the state of Connecticut, specializing in providing 

replacement vehicles for local residents while their cars are being 

repaired.   We also rent vehicles such as passenger and cargo vans 

for special low retail and weekend rates; most of which to Connecticut 

residents.    

  

I am strongly opposed to the proposed increase in sales tax and 

surcharges on all car rentals outlined in Public Bill 1007.   

  

Enterprise, Alamo, and National Car Rental are very much local 

businesses.   We employ local residents, generate and pay millions in 

taxes... and support many fair- minded efforts to drive prosperity for 

our great state.   We do this because this is our state, our community, 



it is where our employees, and where an overwhelming majority of 

our customers live.   

  

Perhaps you yourself have been a customer of Enterprise Rent a Car 

in the past.   You may be very familiar with our marketing slogan, 

"Pick Enterprise, We'll Pick you up"   We pick up people where they 

live and work in their hometowns all throughout Connecticut.   

Whether it be for a replacement rental, or for a specialty vehicle for a 

home project, vacation, moving, or taking your child to college, the 

majority of our customers are Connecticut residents.      

  

Adding an additional 3% more special tax just to car rental customers 

may be a popular or less controversial form of revenue generation 

because its intended to collect money from people that do not live 

here.  In fact today, the industry already charges and collects for the 

state - in addition to the sales tax - a $1.00 per day surcharge on 

tourism with the misconception that this tax would be imposed on out 

of state guests.    That fact is, this tax continues to be charged to all 

rental customers, the majority of which reside in our state.  

  

I am here to tell you that the majority of this special tax imposed on 

car rental customers in this state WILL BE A TAX ON THE CITIZENS 

OF CONNECTICUT.  The financial burden will largely be placed on 

your constituents.  To illustrate this point, more than 90% of the 

rentals originating in our 75 Enterprise branches are with residents of 

Connecticut. 

 



 I am also here to dispel the myth that simply imposing increased 

taxes at the airport will have no negative financial effect on 

Connecticut or its citizens.  The majority of car rental business 

transacted today at Bradley Airport are classified as Corporate or 

Business rental, said another way, these are rentals ultimately paid 

for by the companies that operate and call Connecticut home .  It 

therefore concerns me greatly that proposing special taxes on certain 

industries based upon false assumptions of who will actually be 

bearing the cost of such taxes  is being proposed here. Connecticut 

residents and Connecticut businesses, not the out of town 

traveler, ultimately will pay the price.  

 

Singling out our customers who need our services everyday to pay 

disproportionately higher taxes to make up a budget shortfall is unfair 

and not good tax policy.    

  

I urge the members of this committee to oppose the additional 3% 

special car rental tax on car rental customers.   

  

Thank you very much. 

Larry Kucharski 

General Manager 

CAMRAC LLC 

 

 


