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Dear Finance Committee, 
 
My name is Chris Topper and I am the 4th generation owner of Topper Cigar Co., 
Inc. My Great Grandfather started our company in 1896 and we moved to Meriden 
in the early 1920’s.   
 
I am deeply concerned about Governor Malloy’s proposal to raise the OTP tax from 
27.5% to 50% which is an 82% increase in the tax.  Governor Malloy has talked 
about shared sacrifice to help solve our budget deficit – this dramatic increase is 
simply not comparable to other industries being impacted by the proposed tax 
increases and will negatively affect anyone selling tobacco products in CT.  This will 
also make us unable to compete with neighboring states which have either lower 
OTP taxes or have a cap on the tax. 
 
Our company is a wholesale business which sells to both wholesale and retail stores 
in CT.  Our experience with OTP tax is that the higher the tax, the more consumers 
are driven to either catalog or internet sites to purchase cigars.  When this happens, 
the state not only doesn’t collect the OTP tax, they also don’t receive the sales tax.  
Topper Cigar’s are available at over 300 stores in CT.  These stores are already 
having a difficult time selling cigars because of the price discrepancies with non 
taxed internet and catalog companies that are out of our state.  This huge increase 
will not only negatively impact sales and collection of taxes for the state, but will 
endanger the livelihood of these “Mom & Pop” stores throughout all of your 
districts. 
 
Please do not approve this draconian tax increase which will both reduce revenue to 
the state and jeopardize our ability to continue business in Connecticut.  I would be 
happy to answer any questions and give additional details as to why this is a huge 
mistake for the state and its deficit problem. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Christopher M. Topper    
President 



 
 

 


