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Good morning to our committee chairs Senator Daily and Representative Widlitz,
ranking members and members of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee, thank
you for the opportunity to testify today. My name is Mayor Bill Finch and 1 am
submitting testimony in support of H.B. 6627, An Act Concerning a Tax Credit for
Corporate Donations to Scholarship Funds.

As the Mayor of a large city I know what an important role private and religious schools
have in our community. Not only do they provide an excellent education to many of our
lower and middle class students, but they also help our budget. The private and religious
schools 1 Bridgeport alone save our taxpayers over $20 million a year.

I would also like to note that many Mayors across this state, from both political parties,
have endorsed this proposal, including Mayor DeStefano and Mayor Boughton, just to
name a few.

I’'m sure that some will unfairly characterize this proposal as providing false hope and
that it would have harmed funding of public schools. Nothing could be further from the
truth. I have had numerous parents ask me how they can get one of their children to
attend one of Bridgeport’s Catholic schools and these parents are willing to make the
necessary sacrifices to provide their children with a quality education.

There are no studies that have found that outcomes at public schools or spending at
public schools has declined as a result of a program such as this. Studies from
Northwestern University and the University of Arkansas have actually proved just the
opposite.

“Togaiher we ave making Bridgeport the cleanest, greenest, safest, most affordable city, with schools and neighborheods that improve each vear”




One final point { would like to make. The state of Connecticut has invested millions of
dollars to build new charter and magnet schools to help with integration and close the
achievement gap, This has proven not to be very successful. Why not invest in schools
that already have a proven track record.




