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Re: OPPOSE - SB-1169, An Act Concerning Road Cuts

The Connecticut Water Works Association (CWWA), a trade association of municipal,
regional and private water companies opposes SB-1169, An Act Requiring Road Cuts.

Section 16-229, C.G.S. already authorizes municipalities to develop and implement
standards for utility road repairs which require utilities to obtain excavation permits and
adhere to restoration standards. A municipal public works department is therefore
provided notice régarding any road cut as well as information regarding the contractor
performing the work whenever an excavation permit is taken out.

Municipalities are also authorized under current law to require performance bonds or
similar provisions to ensure that work is completed to the satisfaction of the town. If the
road repair does not meet the standards established by the town, the utility is required to
fix it through temporary or permanent paving, using their own contractors or employees.
After one year, if the trench (excavation) is inspected and it does not meet town
standards, the work must be redone using permanent pavement that meets the town's
requirements.

Given the parameters of the current law, the vast majority of towns already have very
effective utility road cut programs.

CWW A respecifully urges committee members to oppose SB-1169 because it is
unnecessary given the current law which provides towns with ample authority to inspect
and approve road restoration projects associated with excavation by public utilities. Itis
also unclear how the language in SB-1169 correlates with the existing statute under
Section 16-229, C.G.S.

The Connecticut Water Works Association, Inc. (CWWA) is an association of municipal,

private and regional water utilities serving more than 500,000 customers, or population
of about 2¥; million people, located throughout Connecticut.
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