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Senator Fonfara, Representative Nardello and members of the committee,
thank you for the opportunity to address this important issue.”

My name is Joseph Milazzo; I live at 6 Peppermint Ridge Old Lyme
Connecticut.

As you are aware, I am here to speak to you on behalf of the renewable energy
and energy efficiency programs in this state. But before I do, let me briefly
describe my background. Before forming my own solar installation company; The
g Corp, I spent 23 years working for the Home Depot. In 1991 [ was a new store
manager running one of the highest volume stores in the chain. The store was
located in West Springfield, Massachusetts. Around that time the company opened
a new store in Enfield, Connecticut. You see at the time Massachusetts had some
"Blue Laws" and we weren't allowed to be open on Sundays. Connecticut had no
such laws and soon all my loyal customers who wanted to shop on Sundays drove
across the state line to shop in Connecticut.

The moral of the story: if you want to work in the solar industry you may have
to relocate to a state where the incentives help drive the industry. I tell you this
because my first job in the solar industry was out of state. Just last year [ applied
locally but with little experience and few job openings, [ couldn’t find work. I had
to go where the work was offered. In so doing, I traveled to New York, spent my
hard earned money on food, fuel and lodging. Like many of us, I have developed a
real pass1on for the environment and believe that renewable energy is not only
good for the environment it is also good for job creation. [ stand in awe as one of
our neighbors leads the way in solar installations, that state being New Jersey. We
have very talented and educated citizens here in Connecticut. Most people I have
spoken to believe in the benefits of solar energy, we just have to make it a little
more affordable. If we leave it up to the Utility companies, we may or may not see
some benefit. The biggest economic gains our state can achieve are through the use
of entrepreneurs like me who are willing to hire local talent and help many of our
fellow residents lower their energy bills. We must always be concerned with how
we treat ouir planet and our people. I’m sure there are many ways to lower our
dlectric bills, btit 4t what cost? Adding another coal fired plant or another




hydroelectric dam that blocks the natural flow of a stream or river or even floods
someone’s property in the name of the greater good.

One last thought before I relinquish the floor. Globally, Germany leads the way
in solar installations; their peak sun hours or sunny days is on par with our
Washington State, which is the lowest in our country, much lower than
Connecticut. Germany has met this challenge through supportive incentives and
mandating all new construction include some form of renewable energy. Imagine
what we could do here in this state with a mandate like that. We would create jobs,
lower our energy bills and lower our dependence on out of state energy. One of the
smartest ideas I’ve heard recently is how our neighbors to the north; Canada,
mandated that in order to receive any state incentives 50% of the solar product had
to be manufactured in Canada. We could also see manufacturing return to
Connecticut.

I strongly encourage all of you to take the time to see the short and long term
benefits of using solar energy. As we witness the downside to our dependence
upon fossil fuel as in the Mid-east and Libya and upon nuclear energy as in Japan,
it seems now is the time for you, our legislators, to take the lead on the promotion
of solar energy. I ask you to vote in favor of programs centered on renewable
energy and energy efficiency incentives and the environment. [ am happy to take
questions now or be available later to you or your staff as necessary.

Thank you,
Joseph J. Milazzo




