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Good afternoon Senator Fonfara, Representative Nardello and members of the committee. My
name is Jamie Howland and T am a Policy Analyst for ENE (Environment Northeast), 2 non-
profit research and advocacy organization that focuses on energy, air quality and climate change
solutions for New England and Eastern Canada. I serve as the designee for ENE’s seat on the
Energy Consetvation Management Board (ECMB) and on the Fuel Oil Conservation Board.
ENE appreciates the opportunity to provide testimony to the Energy and Technology
Committee on 5.B. No. 6542 (RAISED) AN ACT ESTABLISHING A PILOT PROGRAM
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ENERGY EFFICIENT ECONOMY.

ENE strongly supports the primary goal of this bill, which is to dramatically increase the energy
efficiency, and therefore driving down the energy costs, of State buildings. According to
information from the Commission on Fnhancing Agency Outcomes, Connecticut’s energy bill
for State buildings has grown almost 60% in the past three years to over $200 million per year.

ENE believes that the issue of energy cfficiency in State buildings has long been neglected by
previous administrations, to the detriment of Connecticut’s taxpayers, who ultimately pay the
State’s energy bills. Because most of our energy dollars flow out of State, reducing our energy
bill has significant economic benefits. Macroeconomic modeling conducted for ENE showed
that overall spending on energy efficiency in Connecticut delivers 5.7 to 7.1 dollars in increased
GSP for every dollar invested and 41 to 48 job-years for every million dollars invested.

While ENE is pleased that this bill recognizes this problem, we believe this neglect stems from 2
lack of leadership, not from a lack of readily available programs and proven methods for a state
to address energy efficiency in its buildings. The Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund (CEEF)
has a long history of delivering cost-effective efficiency measures. State buildings are eligible to
participate in those programs, but despite efforts by the Fund to encourage it, State participation
has not been significant. Similarly, energy performance contracting (EPC) is an option that has
long been available to the State. The State has chosen not to utilize performance contracting to
any significant degree, which typically requires no up-front capital and guarantees savings, even
as some of our larger municipalities have used them as a tool to reduce enetgy costs.

CEEF programs and EPCs ate complimentary tools that can be used together to maximize the
effectiveness of building improvement projects. State buildings are especially good candidates
for these programs because they can promote deeper savings by bundling quick payback




improvements, such as lighting upgrades, with measures like HVAC improvements that deliver
savings over a longer timeframe.

With new leadership that appears to be strongly supportive of energy efficiency and guidance
from the Legislature, ENE is confident that long overdue efficiency improvements in State
buildings will finally be implemented, savings taxpayers millions of dollars in wasted energy
costs.

ENE appreciates the leadership of the E&T Committee and its membership in recognizing the
need to invest in more efficiency and more comprehensive, as well as a need to suppott green
jobs in this State. We look forward to working with this Committee, and ate always available as a
resoutce to provide further information if requested, on this issue. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify.
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