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Thursday, February 3, 2011

Senator Fonfara, Representative Nardello, Senator Witkos, Representative Hoydick and
members of the Energy and Technology Committee, my name is Glenn Weston-Murphy
of Guilford and 1 am submitting this testimony in opposition to proposed House Bill 6249
An Act Establishing a Moratorium on the Siting of Wind Projects Until the Adoption of
Regulations.

I am writing this from the perspective of someone that has been volunteering since 2007
to establish a thoughtful process of discussion and review of the utilization of Wind
Energy Resources in the State of Connecticut. I cofounded the DOE recognized,
Connecticut Wind Working Group (CTWWG) along with the Connecticut Clean Energy
Fund. The CTWWG was founded on the premise that in order to have successful wind
development there are 3 essential components: Wind , Infrastructure and especially
Community (see charter, attachment A).

We have held 1-2 meetings a year since Dec 2007 to discuss in an open forum pertinent
issues and developments. In fact the entire Energy and Technology Committee was
invited to our June 2010 meeting to address the specific issues related to the CT Siting
Council evaluation of Wind turbine projects. This was done at a time when there were no
proposals before the Council. It was also brought up so that the Council would fully
realize that the issue of evaluation would be upon them and they needed to be prepared
for the process.

At the June 2010 CTWWG meeting the then Executive Director of the Siting Council,
Derek Philips, gave a presentation where he carefully outlined a very thorough and
thoughtful process of evaluation for Wind Turbine projects that had yet to come before
the Council (See Presentation “Overview of Jurisdiction, Process, and Environmental
Review of Wind Renewable Energy Sources” attachment B)

The process detailed in the June 2010 Siting Council presentation would satisfy any
reasonable level of due diligence and provide for a thorough, thoughtful and fair
evaluation of any projects before the Council.

As someone who has worked as an unpaid volunteer on energy issues, with the CT Wind
Working Group, as the Chair of the Town of Guilford Energy Task Force, and as one of
the Founding members of the Federally funded 6 town Shoreline Regional Energy
Commission, I would like to see The State of Connecticut move forward on the important
Energy issues facing all of us.

Imposing a moratorium on the development of Wind Energy in Connecticut is both
unnecessary for the stated reasons in Bill 6249 and would now impose a burden of delay
that will knock the wind out of wind energy development in the state of Connecticut
along with the much needed economic development, clean energy preduction, and tax

revenue,

[ urge the Committee to allow a reasonable process like that outlined by the Siting
Council’s June 2010 presentation to proceed and to table Bill 6249.




Connecticut Wind Working Group - December 2007

Up until now there has been limited public discussion of the wind resources available in Connecticut.
With the recently published wind resource maps for Connecticut now is the time to explore these
resources for maximum public benefit. This is in view of our need for additicnal electric grid capacity and
the lack of renewable generation capacity. The formation of the Connecticut Wind Working Group will
gather appropriate Stakeholders in a shared forum to move the intelligent development of wind power in
Connecticut. The CT Office of Policy and Management (OPM), Connecticut Clean Energy Fund and Yale
University have been recognized by The US Dept of Energy Wind Powering America Program as the
Hosts of these nascent efforts to form the WindCT as an essential Triad, Wind-Infrastructure-Community,
needed to foster appropriate developments in this area:

Wind:

Due to cur geography, population demographics, and mapped wind resources we have not fully explored
cur potential for utitizing wind energy as part of Connecticut’s renewable energy mix. With the rising cost of
“conventional” fossil fuel and improvements to wind turbine equipment the economics of wind generation
have improved greatly.

It is our goal to identify and realize the potential for small and community scale wind resource development
throughout our state and its' territories. Connecticut is a state of proportionality small geographic features
when compared to many of the more highly developed wind generating states. This means that we need
to carefully investigate and measure our resources so that we can make thoughtful decisions on where,
when and if we choose to utilize these resources.

WindCT goal is to fully understand and expiore local conditions and resources so that educated utilization
of these resources can occur.

infrastructure:

Traditionally, this would include the basics of loads, transmission capacity and generation capacity
Connecticut has the potential for a much broader scope of infrastructure in view of our history, industry,
education and population.

Connecticut has arguably been at the forefront of technological developments throughout our history-
Today is no different- Our local developments in the areas of fuel cells, aerospace and nanotechnology
are but to name a few that with proper nurturing might be combined with use of renewable resources to
produce significant economic development and a much more robust energy infrastructure. To cite one
possible example is to combine the variability of wind power generation with our industries working with
hydrogen generation and fuel cells to produce systems that balance the peaks and valleys to produce a
healthy, reliable energy infrastructure.

Community:

We have an amazing community of people in our great state of Connecticut. From highly skilled
manufacturing and construction individuals to technical expertise on a par with anywhere in the world to
our citizenry that appreciates the delicate balance that we have with the environment.

Any productive discussion of our nascent renewable energy resources requires one to engage our
community at large. One leg of our Wind Working Group Triad, will be a discussion forum with state and
local government, environmental, community groups and individuals to achieve a balance appropriate for

Connecticut.

Summary:
By forming Connecticut's Wind Working Group on this Triad we will serve as a catalyst to our state’s

development of wind resources and a balanced renewable energy infrastructure.

Charter, attachment A
Testimony of Glenn Weston-Murphy before the Energy and Technology Committee
On proposed House Biil 6249
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