Testimony

H.B. 5399 An Act Concerning The Euthanizing Of Animals By The Connecticut Humare
Society

Wednesday, February 23, 2011

Environment Committee

Dear Senator Meyer, Representative Roy, Senator Roraback, Representative Chapin and
members of the Environment Committee:

My name is Sandra Houghton and, although I am a resident of New Canaan, my family are also
long time Connecticut residents. We are believers in humane treatment of animals not as animal
right's activists but rather as the obvious and necessary response to what is our duty in a civilized
culture.

To that purpose, I would like to urge support for HB 5399 as it promotes the correct and humane
treatment of animals. However, the last sentence in Sec. 2 is of concern because it opens the
door to any disposition of any animal by the Humane Society. This gives pause to the very real
possibility of offering an animal for experimentation, bait for training fighting dogs, or
destruction such as in the case of killbuyers who are looking for horses to obtain and resell for
their meat which is consumed as a delicacy in other countries and which is shipped across the
border and quite brutally and inhumanely slaughtered to that purpose.

For that reason, I would respectfully suggest that the placing of any animal be required pursuant
to a written undertaking to provide humane care for the animal or its humane destruction,

Consequently, the raised bill would be substantially improved and more specific by including the
following:

"Any person who takes control of an animal under a written or oral agreement to care for such
animal and, within a period of one (1) year destroys such animal or disposes of it in such manner
that its destruction is reasonably probable, shall be liable to the person who transferred the
animal pursuant to such agreement for actual damages plus exemplary damages of seven
thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500)."

Very truly,
Sandra Houghton




