THOMAS C. BLATCHLEY
2611 Albany Avenue
West Hartford, CT 06117
blatchley@hotmail.com

Febrﬁary 6,2011

Enviromnent Committee
Connecticut General Assembly
Legislative Office Building
300 Capitol Ave.

Hartford, CT 06016

Re:  Public Hearing on February 9, 2011 for H.B, No. 5158 AN ACT AUTHORIZING BOW AND
ARROW HUNTING ON SUNDAY UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES

Dear Members of the Environment Comnittee:

1 write in support of H.B. No, 5158. Connecticut’s Sunday hunting ban is simply an antiquated blue law
that needs to be repealed. Notwithstanding, the proposed bill seeks to allow Sunday hunting on a very limited
basis — with bow and arrow on private property with the landowner’s permission.

The typical arguments against Sunday hunting find no support with respect to H.B. No, 5158. The
primary argument generally centers on alleged safety issues to third party non-hunters. Aside from non-hunters
being free to use vast areas of public land that are off-fimits to hunting, as well as not being required to pay
annual license fees, the alleged safety issue is meritless and should be rejected since the proposed bill would
limit Sunday hunting to private property (with the landowner’s consent) solely with the use of a bow and arrow.
Simple physics shows that a bow and arrow is vastly different than a rifle, and for this reason bowhunters are
limited to close-range, unobstructed shots.! Further, most bowhunters hunt from treestands, thereby creating a
downward shot angle/arrow teajectory. These facts, coupled with the proposed bill’s fimiting Sunday hunting to
private property (with the landowner’s consent) only, renders the non-hunter safety issue a moot point. In short,
there is absolutely no legitimate safety issue to non-hunters under H.B. 5158.

Other arguments against Sunday hunting, i.e., religion and rest for game, are illogical and/or archaic.
Concerning religion, Connecticut, like it sister states, has fargely repealed its blue laws, Indeed, the vast
majority of states in this country have repealed laws that ban and/or restrict Sunday hunting. Finally, any
argument that game needs one day a week for relaxation, a Sunday no less, is absurd.

Connecticut’s Sunday hunting ban is an antiquated creature of the past that continues to unfairly and
significantly restrict a legitimate and safe sport, The nonsensical ban limits opportunities for those hunters that
work traditional weekday jobs. It also bas consequences on hunting, a declining sport, particularly with respect

to the introduction of young persons to the sport. At this time, hunting is the only viable mechanism to manage
game.

There is absolutely no rational basis to ban Sunday hunting with a bow and arrow on private property
with the consent of the landowner, For these reasons, T urge you to support H.B. No. 5158.

Thank you for consideration of my comments,
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' By no means do I concede that hunting with a gun is unsafe. Indeed, hunter-safety statistics clearly refute that argument.




