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Testimony of Senator Toni Boucher

Chairman Fleischmann, Chairman Stillman, Ranking Member Giuliano, and other distinguished
Members of the Education Commitice. ‘Fhiank you for the opportunity to submil testimony on S5 930
An Act Concerning The School Entrance Age, and HB 6318, An Act Concerning Donations Of
Equipment To The Regional Vocational-Technical School System.

Currently, Conneclicut is one of only a few states that allow parents io enioll their a four year old child
in kindergarten as long the child turns five years old by January ist, This policy has led to significani
age differences among students which are defrimental to classroom performance. Children as young as
four routinely share classrooms and instructional time with children as old as six or seven. The speed
at which young children develop physically and mentally creates imbalances within kindergarien
classes, making it more difficulf for teachers fo focus iheir lesson plans in ways that benefit the entire
class and more difficult for studenls to get along with their peers. Consequently, parebls may enroll
their son or daughter in clementary school at age four only fo find that the child is not ready for the
class work and has difficulty fitting in on the playground with older children.

By passing this bill we would be bringing Connecticut in linc with the overwhelming majority of
states that have chosen to move their culoff dates to carlier in the year, Moving the kindergarten cutoff
dale to October 1% would case the transition from preschool to elementary school by reducing age
differences among school children and allowing teachers to betier plan their lessons. Classroom
performance would improve, and fewer children would be held back in their first year of school.

HRB.6318 would indenmify any person who donates equipment fo regional vocational-technical
schools. Equipment donated from businesses and individuals is vital for giving students hands on
experience in their trades. Duc to funding shortages, vocalional-technical schools need to reach oul for
donations more than ever. However, businesses will be unwilling (o make these donations if there is
the potential that they will be held legalty Hable for them. This would be a detriment to students who
depend on this equipment to prepare fhem for their future carcers, HB 6318 would provide more
incentive for companies {o support our fechnical schools by donating their equipment.

T hope ihat the Bducation Committee will give its unanimous support to these bills. T thank you all for
your careful consideration of this matler. .
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