Never Again?

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is lzzy Kornman and | am a tenth grader at Hall
High School in West Hartford. | am here to talk about why | support bill 6499. | am also the
granddaughter of two Holocaust survivors. In almost two years in public school, | have spent
approximately five days on Holocaust education during Freshman year, If Hall can teach every incoming
Freshman, approximately 400 teens each year, there is no reason that anyone else should not be able
to. Between 1938 and 1945, more than six million Jews were massacred. In addition to those innocent
souls, five million others were targeted and slaughtered because they were not up to Nazi standards. To
most people, those are just numbers, For those seven years, Jews were just numbers, stripped of their
names and their humanity. Now, those victims of a horrific race cleansing are becoming numbers once
more, passed over in school systems nationwide. My grandmother, Irene Frisch, and my grandfather,
Eugene Frisch, are not just numbers. They are people. They are survivors. Three generations on from the
Holocaust, approximately one in three Americans does not even know what the Holocaust was or when
it took place. Thirty-three percent of US citizens are shockingly unaware of one of the most gruesome
massacres in recorded history. Now, with the number of survivors dwindling, it is more important than
ever to pass a law mandating the study of the Holocaust.

In addition to the fact that people should know about the Holocaust for what happened there, people
also need to learn about it to realize how easily it happenéd. Heather Bentley, an expert on Holocaust
study, asserted that horrible things have happened, are happening, and will continue to happen if peace
and tolerance are not taught. It is imperative to see the Holocaust not only as a historical event, but use
it as a tool for teaching about the ideas of intolerance and what is necessary for society to survive.
Without a state mandate, students will be going out into the world without this invaluable information.
If all students like me are taught the lessons of the Holocaust, we will not be silent in the face of other
mass killings wherever they take place.

‘This mandate is not just about the teaching of the Holocaust. It is much more than that. It is a doorway
to talk about the ethics of genocide. The Holocaust is not one of the most enjoyable subjects, but it is
essential to know about. Otherwise, it will surely happen all over again - the racism, genocide, horror.
Those who forget the past are condemned to repeat it. Teenagers like me are the future of our state and
our country. If we are not taught about the atrocities of our past, we will not be able to recognize them
in the future.

Never again? The world promised that we would never allow a mass genocide like the Holocaust to
happen again. Look at Darfur. Look at Uganda. Genocides are happening right now. Who is going to stop
them? Without knowledge of the Holocaust, tomorrow’s world leaders will not be able to comprehend
the severity of the situation. Thank you for your time.




