To: Hon. Aﬁdrcw Fieischmanﬁ VCO-Chai“l',_EdUC;l[iOH Commiftee
Hon. Andrea Stillman, Co-Chair, Education Committee

Re: Concerns about HB-6385, Technical High School Changes

I am writing to you to express my concerns about the proposed changes to the
Connecticut Technical High School System.(CTHSS) For many years the CTHSS have
provided the initial training for a large majority of the {rades people in the state of
Connecticut. The progress made in the past few years to improve the quality of the
students entering the trades (H.V.A.C,, Electrical, Plumbing, etc.) and the consistencies
of the curriculum from one school to another, is at risk.

I am especially concerned about turning over the responsibility of oversight to the
local school boards. These boards are already battling to stay afloat. Most of these towns
no longer have industrial arts programs because of budget cuts, and their inability to
provide proper teachers and training. This proposed change will result in these schools
being a.) closed when the necessary resources are difficult to fund, or b.) again becoming
the dumping ground for students the towns would encourage to attend, We would also
lose the consistency of a strong curriculum as each school system would be lead down
their own path.

My company has employed several young graduates from this program. I have
waiched them progress from young apprentices to fully licensed journeyman. The
CTHSS is a vidal link in the training of trades people in the state of Connecticut and an
employment resource the state can not afford to lose,

I 'am unable to attend the public hearing on February 23 due to my commitment to
proctor the N.O.C.T L. testing for the H.V.A.C. department of the CTHSS.

Sincerely,

Bryan MacKenzie
Vice President, R & B Refrigeration Inc., Guilford, CT

Co-chairman, Education Committee
Connecticut Heating and Cooling Contractors Association

bjmacknz@aol.com




