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RAISED BILL:928: AN ACT CONCERNING THE QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS OF
SCHOOIL, NURSES

The State Departnment of Education (CSDE) supports S.B. No. 929, An Act Concerning the
Qualification Requirements of School Nurses in the interest of ensuring a high levet of expertise by
those employed as professional school nurses, with minor revisions.

The current regulations for the qualifications of school nurses requires only one year of experience as a
registered nurse within the past five years; 10 hours of continuing cducation every hwvo years; and
licensure as a registered nurse with 12 academic credits, 18 continuing education units or 180 workshop
hours,

This bill sceks to dircet the State Board of Education to develop und adopt regulations increasing the
qualifications of school burses, by July 1, 2011 (note: this timeline is unrealistic; the CSDE could
develop and adopt these new regulations on ov before July 1, 2012)

The role and practice of the school nurse has chunged significantly over the last decade. Not only have
the health needs of the students increased, bud research also has shown the ability to learn at school is
directly related to status of the student’s health, School nurses have a vital rotc in assisting students

achieve academically.

Expeclations for preparation of school nurses (registered murses) have evolved within the contexi of the
larger nursing profession, Today, those who become registered nurses (RNs) atiend a hospital program
where they receive a diploma, a communily college where they receive an associale degree, or a
university where they receive a bacealaureate degree, Buccalaurcate of Science (BS) Degree programs
prepare nuises to function in less structured envivomments and {o intervenc and response in situations
that are nol rovtine and predictable, The BS nurses® assessment skills are broader (han just the technical
aspects of nursing care performed by the Associate Degree nurses and these BS regislered nurses oflen
have limited supervision available and require the abilily to function autonomously. School nurses are in
seilings with limited supervision, often alone and functioning autonomously; therefore, requiring a
baccalaurcate degree or an associale degree with additional cowrse work is in line with their role.

Given the icvel of autonomy in which school nurses practice, it is essentiaf that muses who enter this
specialty arc afforded prior nursing experience so that the problem solving skills, assessment skills,
leadesship and heal(h interventions are safely and appropriately provided and practiced in the school
environment. In addition fo assure continuing competence in the field upon entry, continuing education
is essential, Ongoing continuing education expands and updates knowledge and praclice lo meel the
increasing and ever-changing demands and cxpectations of the profession and ol the education
community and is aligned with whal is expeeted of the certified educational staff within schools.

Becoming cerlified by the National Board of Certification for School Nurses implics a higher level of
experlise. Through certification, the school nurse must domonsirate a nationally accepled expert
knowledge base for the practice of school nursing, This certification, however, is limited to school
hurses with a baccalaurcate degree and five years of school nursing experience so not all school nurses
upon hire will be cligible to beeome immediatety certified. (Suggested technical change to include “if
and when eligible” based on reguired experience and edueation necessary fo become certified),
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The CSDE is also sensitive to the fiscal challenges that face Connecticut school districts and the
committee should be aware that this bill would increase the cost of cdueation for local school
districts. However, quality services that arc being provided by school nurses 1o students and staff should
be assured through appropriale education, licensure, and certification. Based on recent survey dala,
almost half of all Connecticut school nurses alicady hold a bachelor of science in nursing degree as well
as advanced degrees including Master of Science in Nursing or Master of Artin Education. Since this
bill will impact future school nurses and more than hall already hold 4 BS or higher degree, the fiscal
impact on Connccticul school districts will be incremental as they replace school nurses through
allrition,

Again, CSDE strongly supporls S.B. No.:929; An Acf Concerning the Qualification Requirements of
School Nurses in the inferest of ensuring a high level of expertise by those employed as professional
school nurses.

RAISED BILL{G318: AN ACT' CONCERNING DONATIONS OF EQUIPMENT TO THE
REGIONAL YOCATIONAL-TECIINICAL SCHOOL SYSTEM

The State Depariment of Education (CSDE) supports H.B. No. 6318, AAC Donations of Equipment to
the Regional Vocational-Technical School System, 1o indemnify any person who makes a donation of
cquipment (o the regional vocational-technical school system.

This bill hugely benefits the CT Technical High School System (CTHSS) and any corporate donor
secking (o donale to the CTHSS (especially where the items to be donated are larger and of greater
dollar value). Prall and Whilney jef engines and automebile donations are great examples of these types
of donations used in CTHSS' programs for instructional purpases only,

There have been issues in the past that have unfortunalely prevented CTHSS from accepling these types
of donations because as an agency of a sovercign state CSDE was not allowed (o indemnify persons who
made a donation of equipmeni to CTHSS. This prevented CTHS sindenls from utilizing the most
advanced technologies and cquipment 1o acquire the latest skills needed to prepare them in (heir (rade.

Thercfore, CSDE and the CTHSS are in full support of H.B. No. 6318, as the language of this bil) may
accelerate such donations,




