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Testimony in Support of HB 6316: AAC A Single Point of Entry for Business at the Office of
the Secretary of the State

Chairman LeBeau, Chairman Berger, Good morning, My name is Densie Merrill, I'm Secretary of
the State of Connecticut. Thank you for inviting me here to testify in front of this important
committee. Iam here today to testify in favor of House Bill 6316, “AN ACT CONCERNING A
SINGLE POINT OF ENTRY FOR BUSINESSES AT THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF
THE STATE”

Many people think about elections when they think of the Secretary of the State’s office, and we
are involved with elections just a little. But the majority of the work that we do actually has to do
with the more than 300,000 businesses who register with our office every year.

Rather than just being known as just the business registry in Connecticut - or as some would say
the state’s file cabinet — I actually think there are ways the Secretary of the State’s office can be a
real asset for businesses and entrepreneurs.

There is so much we can do to facilitate the transmission of data and information so entrepreneurs
can have the tools they need to succeed, grow their business, and create jobs. HB 6316 would go a
long way towards accomplishing that goal by creating a single point of entry for new businesses
that register with the state.

I like to call it an e-business portal.

Before 1 speak in greater specifics about the actual legislation, I want to actually turn things over to

Seth Klaskin, the Managing Attorney of our Commercial Recording Division, who will give an
overview of where we are now and where we hope this legislation will take us.

Thank you Seth.

[Presentation of attached Power Point Slides]

As you can see, HB 6316 envisions the Office of the Secretary of the State serving as a Single
Point of Eniry for business entities in Connecticut




That means the Secretary of the State’s office would direct businesses new to the state, through a
revamped web platform, to all of the agencies of cognizance for their registration, licensure and
permitting. This legislation would allow the SOTS office to direct businesses to state programs
intended to support and nurture businesses.

As part of the Single Point of Entry, we would provide information on organizations and programs
that exist to assist with business growth, from start-up assistance through finance opportunities,
trade assistance, assistance for veterans, educational opportunities, etc.

What we are after here is not to recreate the wheel, but will link businesses to existing state
agencies and programs, such as Smart Start/CT-CLIC, CERC, DRS, DOL, DCP. DEP. DAS, SBA,
SBDC, etc.

The eBusiness Portal would also include explanatory assistance to help new entrepreneurs make
sense of the alphabet soup of state agencies related to business, as well as important news postings.
HB 6316 also envisions the Office of the Secretary of the State collecting new, robust data on

business entities, and sharing that data with the state’s econormic development engines

Under the proposal, the Commercial Recording Division will host a Commercial Data Collection
Center in partnership with the UCONN School of Business, the CT Data Access Partnership, and
other partners to collect information that is lacking at present. The dean of the UCONN school of
Business has already pledged to support this project and supply our office with MBA graduate
students to help with the new data collection — for free!

The Commercial Recording Division would compile the data and make it available to all state
agencies, quasi-agencies and nonprofit organizations whose missions are to study, attract and
nurture enterprise and industry within the state.

I can tell you that discussions already are underway to determine how additional information
collected through this legislation could be useful to the DRS in carrying out its mission.

We propose that data collected through this initiative not only be collected upon formation or
registration, but also at yearly intervals in conjunction with the continving Annual Report filing
requirement.

In terms of logistics, we would propose that the Commercial Recording Division manage this
operation separate from the public registry, so that company formation and filing processes are not
impeded and the pace of commerce will not be hampered.

In sum, I think this proposal would go a long way towards helping different segments of our
economy connect with each other to get the resources they need to succeed. [ thank you for your
time in considering this legislation and I urge passage. I am happy to answer any questions you
have.
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