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Connecticut Fund for the Environment (“CFE”) is Connecticut’s non-profit environmental
advocate with over 5,700 members statewide. For over thirty years, CFE has fought to protect
and preserve Connecticut’s health and environment.

Senator LeBeau, Representative Berger and members of the Commerce Committee, Connecticut
Fund for the Environment offers this testimony in opposition to Raised Bill No. 1020, An Act
Concerning Water Resources and Economic Development.

CFE strongly opposes any effort to derail the implementation of the streamflow protection
regulations developed by the Department of Environmental Protection. This bill effectively
repeals those regulations -- regulations that are the product of five years of work establishing
sound, science-based standards through an inclusive stakeholder process. In addition to the input
provided through the formal stakeholder advisory process, the Department of Environmental
Protection held several public informational meetings over a three month period, culminating in
a public hearing which resulted in the receipt of written and oral comments from over 400
interested parties. Those comments were taken into consideration and appropriate revisions were
made to the regulations as a result of the public input.

Additionally, the language of this bill would place adequate streamflow protections secondary to
a host of considerations that are neither well-defined nor appropriately balanced. Such an
approach will likely make any regulations adopted pursuant to this bill ineffective in providing
adequate and meaningful streamflow protection.

The final streamflow regulations that have been developed by the Department of Environmental
Protection are the product of a long, thoughtful and deliberative process. And they are long

~ overdue. Any additional delay in implementing a sound streamflow protection regimen will
place the health of Connecticut’s rivers and streams at continued and unnecessary risk.

Accordingly, CFE urges the Committee to reject Raised Bill 1020.
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