Council 4 AFSCME Testimoeny — Appropriations Committee — 3/4/11

Good evening Chairman Harp, Chairman Walker and members of the Appropriations
Committee. My name is Brian Anderson. I am a fobbyist for Council 4 AFSCME, a
union of 35,000 public and nonprofit employees, including many of the state workers at
the Department of Social Services, Department of Children and Families and in nonprofit
human services agencies

Please restore funding for services and staff at the Department of Social Services. This
staff serves as the bridge between poor families and the services they need. Governor
Rowland slashed these positions to the bone during the 2003 layoff crisis. They have not
been restored. Now eligibility worker caseloads for services such as Foodstamps and
Medicaid are as high as 1700 cases per according to DSS data, when they should be
significantly lower {(no more than 400). Many of the families receiving DSS aid are
working families that are employed at full time hours. We also urge you to not privatize
out more DSS work. Accountability, transparency and quality are lost with privatization.
Savings are not achieved as we saw with the Maximus day care payment contract that .
doubled in cost in one year and completely botched the payments. Living wage jobs get
turned into low wage jobs, and then the workers who hold them in addition to soliciting
for people to apply for DSS benefits, qualify for them themselves.

Also, please consider the plight of nonprofit workers in DSS, DCF and other state -
coniracting human services nonprofits. They have not had a COLA in four years, yet
their cost of Hving continues to rise.

Please restore funding for the 22 juvenile parole officers who would be eliminated.
These parole officers help to put troubled young people on the straight and narrow path
and keep them from getting incarcerated. This saves the state money in the short run and
the long run and allows young people to have a better shot at life.

Council 4 understands the difficult position that the state finds itself in because of the
economic crisis. But, we believe that every step necessary should be taken to avoid S : [
cutting dental care for poor people, cutting assistance to working families trying to access
Charter Oak health care and cutting COLAs for people on public assistance. Our richest

citizens and successful corporations have received immense tax cuts from the federal and
state government in the past few years and could stand to contribute a portion of that in :
taxes for the common good. Economists and other experts all agree that in a time of ;
recession and economic crisis, we need to strengthen public services and expand the '
middle class by investing in programs and people. We cannot cut our way out of this

Thank you for your consideration..




