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Thank you for giving me the time to address you, and thank you for your service.

| am Michael! Miller. | am one of the founding partners of the Southeastern Connecticut
Center for Juvenile Justice (SECCJJ) located in East Lyme and Glastonbury. We are a
non-profit Mode!l Child Welfare Law Office. We are funded exclusively by the office of
the Chief Child Protection Attorney (CCPA). We are here tonight to introduce ourselves
to you, explain a little about our work, and to support adequate funding to the CCPA.

With me are Danae Dwyer and Steve Lesko, attorneys who work with us at SECCJJ.

Our law firm is contracted with CCPA to represent 1,150 child clients annually. We work
in three Superior Courts for Juvenile Matters — Waterford, Hariford and Willimantic. We
utilize a multi-disciplinary approach to representing our clients. Each client is assigned
an attorney and a Child Welfare Advocate (CWA). This model ensures that our clients
are receiving zealous advocacy both in and out of court. The attorneys generally
advocate in court, and the CWAs attend meetings at the Department of Children and
Families (DCF), provider meetings, and meet with others who are important to our child
client’s well-being. Both the attorney and the CWA meet with our clients on a regular
basis to assess their needs and understand their stated position, if possible.

Our clients are all subject to neglect petitions brought by DCF. They range from crack-
addicted newborns to teenagers in group homes. Our clients can be living with a parent,
or have been removed from their parent’s care. Each client needs and deserves a voice
in the Child Protection system. We provide that voice.

Examples of the kind of work we do for our clients are as follows:

1. We advocate for speedy reunification with a parent when the cause for removal
has been resolved.
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2. We advocate for services for our special needs clients when we believe DCF is
not adequately addressing our clients’ needs.

3. We help locate family members for placement.

4. We support withdrawal of neglect petitions when we believe there are not
adequate grounds for the State to proceed.

5. We request placement hearings when the child’'s placement is not a good match,
or when we believe removal from a foster home would be detrimental.

It is an honor and a privilege to represent children. They are fun, sad, troubled,
distracted, neglected and so much more. Each child has a story. Our office strives every
day to help our clients through their troubled times, and advocate for them in court. We
respectfully request that you fund the CCPA adequately so that our critical work with
Connecticut’s children continues.

Thank you.

2o0f2



